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The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-Americat 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress | 1946}, chaptei 


(93, 2d session, which provides : 


Be it enacted by the Nenate and House of Rep exsentatives of the lnited States 
f America in Congres wssembled, 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Lv. Couimittee on Un-American Activities, to Consist of nine memls 


RuLeE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMIT 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities 

(A) Un-American activities 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 

i) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa 


ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic ! n and 


uttacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu 
tion, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
nany necessary remedial legislation 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83pn CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 
. a - . 
RULE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con 
gress, following standing committees: 


. . * 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members 


. * * 
RuLeE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTI 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities 


(a) Un-American Activities 
(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 


attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu 
tion, and (3) all other questions in r | i 


n relation thereto that would aid Congress in 
any necessary remedial legislation. 


The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 


Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 


For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, hold suc hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 


to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued unde! 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
ber designated by such cha 


iirman, and may be served by any person d 
ted by any such chairman or member. 


COMMUNIST METHODS OF INFILTRATION 
(EDUCATION—PART 5) 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 1953 


Unit D STATES House OF REepREs! NTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON | IN AMERICAN ACTIV ITIES, 
Washington, LP. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un American Activities 
met, pursuant to recess, at 10:05 a. m., in the caucus room, room 362 
Old House Office Building, Hon. Donald L. Jackson presiding. 

Committee members present : Representatives Donald i" Jackson, 
Kit Clardy, and Gordon H. Scherer (appearance noted in transcript). 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Louis J. Rus- 
sell, chief investigator; Raphel I. Nixon, director of research; and 
Thomas W. Beale, T.. chief clerk. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will come to order. 

Let the record show for the purposes ot this hearing this morning, 
under the authority vested in the chairman under Public Law 601, 
a subcommittee consisting of Mr. Clardy and Mr. Jackson has been 
set up for the purpose of taking testimony. 

Do you have a witness, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

Harold T. Woerner. 

Mr. Jackson. At this time let the record show the committee will 
recess until 10: 30. 

(Thereupon, at 10: 07 a. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 10:50 a.m.) 

(The hearing reconvened at 10:36 a. m., the following committee 
members being present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson, Kit 
Clardy. and Gordon H. Scherer. ) 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Woerner. 

Mr. Jackson. Raise your right hand, sir. 

Mr. Woerner, do y u solemnly swear the testimony you are about to 


‘ 


1 1 


olve WI1IL De the tr ith, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. Worerner. I do. 

Mr. Kunzia. Be seated. Mr. Woerner. 

Are you accompanied by counsel and, if so, will counsel state his 
name and address for the record ? 


Mr. Retn. David Rein—R-e-i-n—711 14th Street NW. 


sar ma Rha CAO 
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TESTIMONY OF HAROLD T. WOERNER, JR., ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, DAVID REIN 


Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Woerner, would you state your full name and 
present address / 
~ Mr. Woerner. My name is Harold T. Woerner, Jr., 8450 Boulevard 
East, North Bergen, N. J. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Counsel, the record will show at this point that 
Mr. Scherer of Ohio is also a member of the subcommittee. 

Mr. Kunzic. When and where were you born, Mr. Woerner ¢ 

Mr. Worrner. In New York City, 1926. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you briefly outiine your educational back 
ground, starting with your college education / 

Mr. Worrner. Starting with my college education / 

Mr. Kunzie. Well, start with your lower education, if you wish. 

Mr. Worerner. Well, I attended a parochial grade school, a paro 
chial high school, 1 year at Dartmouth College and I graduated from 
Yale University. 

Mr. Kunzic. When did you graduate from Yale? 

Mr. Worrner. In June 1948. 

Mr. Kounzic. Would you set forth for the subeommittee any organ 
izations fraternal, social, scientific, veteran, or otherw ise—in which 
you have held or how hold membership ¢ 

Mr. Worrner. Well— 

Mr. Kunzic. To the best of your memory, of course. 

Mr. Woerner. I think, sir, that I would decline to answer that ques 
tion under the fifth amendment, which states that I do not have to 
answer questions that may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Kunzie. You are declining to answer on the fifth amendment 
and you are specifically raising the privilege under the fifth 
amendment ? 

Mr. Worrner. Under the self-incrimination; yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Of the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Worrner. Of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Will you outline your occupational background ? 

Mr. Worrner. Yes, sir. I have worked as a salesman for an oil 
burner—oil-burning concern. We—the firm manufactures oil burners. 
I worked in the sales department and as a salesman for this tvpe of 
equipment for the last—well, since graduating from college. 

Mr. Kunzic. Since graduation, which was June 1948? 

Mr. Worerner. That’s right, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is the name of the company that you work for ? 

Mr. Worrner. The name is Hauck Manufacturing Co. 

Mr. Kunzic. H-a-u-c-k ? 

Mr. Woerner. That's right, sir. 

Mr. Kunzie. And the address, or the city in which— 

Mr. Worerner. It isin Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. Kunzic. Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Did vou have anv military service / 

Mr. Worrner. Yes, sir; ] was in the Navy for 2 years. 

Mr. Kunzie. I see. 

In what capacity ¢ 

Mr. Worerner. I was a—let me see how to put it—I enlisted in the 
Navy aviation-training program in 1944, I was sent to Dartmouth 
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College under this Navy flight-training program and then was trans 
ferred into the class V—12 for oflicer-candidate training, sir. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Did vou become an officer ¢ 

Mr. Worrner. No, sir: I didn’t. 

Mr. Kt nz1G. Was there any particular reason or just the end of it ¢ 

Mr. Worerner. The end of the program before I reached the end of 
the program. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Woerner, when you attended Yale University 
did you ever participate in Marxist study groups at the university 4 

Mr. Worrner. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the same 
grounds stated above. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you been at any time a member of the Commu 
nist Party ? 

Mr. Worrner. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the same 
erounds 

Mr. Kunzia. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Woerner. I decline to answer that also, sir, on the same 
orounds., 

Mr. Kunzia. As has been testified before this committee, we have 
testimony to the effect that there was at Yale University a youth 
group or youth cell of the Communist Party and that various young 
students were members of this group. Were you a member of this 
group? 

Mr. Worrner. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the same 
grounds. It is the same question you asked previously. 

Ir. Kunzic. Did you know Arthur Levy at Yale University when 
Vou were there / 
Mr. Worrner. I don't—I can’t testify as to the first name. IT knew 
person we called Art Levy, which may be the same person; yes, sir. 
Mr. Kunzic. Did vou know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party / 
Mir. Worrner. I decline to answer that question, sir— 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you know— 

Mr. Worerner (continuing). On the same grounds. 

Mr. KA NZIG (continuing). Theodore Polumbaum, who testified here 
l few days ago before this committee, while you were at Yale Uni 
versity 4 

Mr. W OERNER. ] would dec] he to answer that as well, Sir, On the 
ame grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. I am just asking you whether you knew him. 

Mr. Worrner. And I answered that I am declining to answer. 

Mr. Kunzic. All right. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman, I think that 
should be directed to answer because it deals only with whether or 
not he knew the person named in the question. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. In line with the previous answer to the identi 
fication immediately preceding, the Chair directs that the witness 
answer the question as to whether or not he knew this individual. 

(At this point Mr. Woerner conferred with Mr. Rein.) 

Mr. Woerner. I would decline to answer that question, sir, on the 
same grounds stated above. 

Mr. Kunztc. Did you know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 


830172—i3—nt. 5 


] a4 
ne wilthess 


Sa question { 
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Mr. Worrner. I would decline to answer that question as well, sir. 
Mr. Kunzic. Did you know a Paul Zilsel, when you were at Yale, 
i i ommittee a Tew Gays ago Z-1 l-s-e he I] be 


Mr. Worrner. [ t k. r. | have—I would decline to answer 


whether I knew that indiy 1 on the grounds that I have previously 
tated 

Mi SCHERER. Would you give = tne name oT | o1 » of your pro 
i Ol t Yale while vou were there ? 

Mr. Woerner. Y« : sir, 11 voull allo me just a moment to recol 
lect I haven't thought terms of my professors in at least 5 yea 

Mr. Jackson. The record should show that in answer to this ques 

o connotation attaches to the naming of individuals in response 

1 a S question 


Mr. Scuerer. That’s correct. I just wanted to see if there was any 
tation in his telling us who some of his professors were. 

I will withdraw the question. 

Mr. Jackson. The question is withdrawn. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Woerner, did you know a Joe Cort—C-o-r-t— 
when you were at Yale? 

Mr. Worrner. I think I decline to answer that question, sir, on the 
erounds stated above. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you so decline—— 

Mr. Worrner. I do. 

Mr. Jackson (continuing). As distinguished between you think 
vou do and— ; 

Mr. Worrner. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party ! 

Mr. Worrner. I would decline to answer that question, sir, on the 
same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know a Jerry Brown—B-r-o-w-n—while you 
were at Yale? : 

Mr. Worrner. I decline to answer that quest on, sir, on the same 
rrounds. 

Mr. IK NZIG. Did you know him to be a hie mbe1 of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Wo RNER. Aga . SIT. I dec] ne to answer. 

Mr. Kuwnzite. Did you know a Mike Russo—R-u-s-s-o—when you 
vere at Yale? , 

Mir. Worerner. I would decline to answer that. sir. 

Mr. Kunzig. Did you know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Worrner. Again, sir, I decline to answer on the grounds stated 
ibove. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you know a Ben Dontz 1)-0-n-t-z-i-n—while 
you were at Yale? 

Mr. Worrner. I decline to answer that, sir, on the same grounds 


ibove. 
Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Ben Dontzin to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 
Mr. VW OERNER. I dec] I tO answel that quest On, SIT. O the ground 


d above. 
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Mr. Kunzia. I have one more question. 


Mr. Woerner: W 


were served as ibpena by the invest gator of this committee, did you 
at that time state to him that you would be will hg to cooperate wit 
the committee and to testify to everything t!] it VOU Kile th regard 


to communism at Yale? 
Mr. WorERNER. , sir; I did 
Mr. IK NZIG. zx yu didn’t 


not. 
indicate In any Way that you were going 
n }7¢ rate ¢ 


Mi WOE! NER, 


have tle to think <« 


LO 


a quest on; that 1 haa not 


Wo ild nave 


I told this individual that I had—I 


ver the answer to such 


been in the habit of thinking how I would react to the ircumstances 
and, therefore, 1 could not olive h m a definite answer at that time. 
Mi IK NZIG. Al | then you ull i later and said tha you and an 


individual had agreed to do no talking about this 
isn’t that correct ¢ 

No, sir: it is not correct. 

Mr. Kunzia. You didn’t call / 

Mr. Worrner. No, sir. 

Mir. Kunzic. Someone called for you! 

Mr. Worrner. No, sir, not to my kn 

Mr. Kunzic. Not to your knowledge. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Did you have a phone conversation, regardless of who 


othel unnamed 
W hatsoevet : 


\ir. WorERNER. 


itt 


a 
owiledve, 


aid eall, concerning the subject counsel has mentioned ¢ 


Mr. Worrner. Yes, sir. 


Mr. Kunzic. To what effect ? 

Mr. Worrner. I received a phone call from the investigator fon 
the committee. He asked me what I had decided to . and I told 
} nt ii | Wo ld come down here as si bpen l. 

Mr. KuUNZIG. And you did not tate tl t Vi ! \ ther nv lividua 
had agreed to do no talking about the matte 

Remember. you are under oath. 

(At this point Mr. Woerner conferred with Mr. Re 

Mr. Worrner. Would you mind repeating the q on, Su ou 
last Question. 

Mr. Kunzie. The question was whether you did tate at that 
time that you would appear be fore the committee, and { you and 
another unnamed individual had agreed to do talking out the 


matte 


whatsoever. 


Mr. Woerner. This was over the—in the telephone conversation ¢ 
Mr. Kuwnzic. Either over the telephone or in a personal interview 

with the investigator. 
Mr. Worrner. That I and 
Mr. Kunzic. You told 


} 
the 
} 
nad agreed to do | 


a third person is tl it correct / 
investigator that you and another person 
no talking about this matter whatsoever ? 
Mr. Worrner. No, sir: that’s not correct 
Mr. Kunziac. Now, I want 
record. It is correct, isn’t it, 
orant a delay in 
personal matter of your own— 
fr. Worrner. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Kunzia (continuing). 


Mr. Worrner. Yes, sir: that 
Mr Kt NZIG. No further quest 


rr 
t 
{ 


] 


other thine cieal for the 


this committee 


to make one 
that you requested that 


you appearing before this committee because of a 


And that such was granted 4 
is true. 
ions. Mr. Chairman. 
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Mr. Wor RNER. (One moment vould vou like Tol the record just why 
J requested the deferment ? 

Mr. Kunzig. Yes. That is perfectly all mght. Go right ahead. 
Please do. . 

Vir. Worrner. It h ppens that mi te gave birth toa baby boy on 

e 15th of April I is scheduled to be here, and I didn’t think 
ve could lo both at the same time. 

Mer. Kunzic. We thi olit ‘ me \ Vy and, therefore, we contin 
ed it ntil today. 


Mr. Worrner. Thank you, s 
Mr. Kunzic. Any further questions, Mr. Chairman ¢ 


Mr. Jackson. ‘T1] 


nience n that regard. 
Mr. Clardy. 
Mir. CLarpy. Witness. counsel has asked vou as to whether you knew 


! mber of pe rsons, dy u have mm most instances declined to 
vel I waht to isk vou 1 little qd (ferent Way, and maybe a 
ferent questi Had you ever heard of any of the individuals men 
One ounsel nh ‘ 7 quest ons ¢ 
Mh WorrRNER. | thn k. l I take that back ] would decline to 
t that q ( on the erounds that | have stated to counsel, 


xcept for the individ who I said that I had met and did know. 

Mir. LARDY. Hi W nahy were 1n \ ur Vario is classes ‘ul Yale? 

Mr. Worrner. That varied from mavbe a dozen to some of the 
ere there were six or seven hundred. 


Mr. (1 ARDY. Do vou or did vou at the time vou were in \ ile know 


ny Oo h 7 othe members ot the various Classes 1n Which you were 
aent ¢ 
Mr. Worrner. By that, sir, I think vou mean classes of the stand 
rd curriculum ¢ 


Mr. Cuarpy. Yes, sir. IT am not talking about any Communist 


iffiliations onne ons, O what have ul I an talking solely and 
exclusively about the classes that vou attended a student at Yale. 

5 } i ] 

Wow, mv a ST101 Is ver mple Did vou then and do Vou now 
rer il the names of anv of t se with w mm vou were associated as 


M \\ ERNER, Yes, s r: of course, I cat rememb r the names of the 


perse with whom I lived. 
Ver. C1 ARDY Wo ild Vo decline to answer que tions as to the iden 
of anv of the other members of your classes, aside from those 
OUTISE as hamed 


Mr. WorrneER. Yes, sir: I would. 
Mr. CLarpy. You would not tell us the name of any member of anv 


lass you attended / Is that what vou are trvil g to say to us? 

Mr. WoerRNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you apprehend the fact that you may have known 
el iy Smith, o1 someone else, nanv of those classes, that by Line rely 
agreeing that you knew that person it would in some way incriminate 
you, reg irdless of the identity of that person ¢ 
Mr. Worrner. I have no knowledge, sir, of what various individ- 


uals mav o1 may not have done, ind, regardless ot in what manner I 
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met them. therefore. ] think it best. Nh ny pel onal ise, fo der hie 
to answer whether I knew any individuals. 
Mir. Scuerer. You were ready and willing when I asked you who 
| / 


youl profes rs were to tell us who, were vou not 


Mr. Worrner. Professors, sir. are not necessarily friends. It’s a 


student-teache! relationship, and altho rT) | may have lis hed to 
thes people lectul On Vari Ss topics, il Was hot LU questlio of then 
knov ; ome by my first name or my knowing them by their first Une, 
sir. Therefore, there is not the same type of relationsh 

Mr. Ciarpy. 1 was not asking for your friends. I was merely 
asking whether you would tell the committee ot people ru hew 
That doesn't imply in any way that they are either your friends 
not your friends. | 

Now, I will rephrase it just briefly: Would you, if we ruld ask 
a series of questions, give us the identity of any others of your cla 
mates a d by “others” IL meat persons other than those named DY 
counsel—o} ar vou just dropping the iron curtain, 30 TO S} kK, on 
will refuse to tell us anvthing about anybody who attended Yale at 
the time vou were there, except some pr 1 Ol's ¢ Is that your posi 
L1lO , 

Mr. WorRNER. Yes, sir; it Is. 

Mr. Cuarpy. And 1s it your behef at this time that if you s ould 
Incautiously give us the identity of a single perso} that you knew there 


you would in some way incriminate yourself ¢ 
" Mr. Worrner. It’s possible. 

Mr. CLtarpy. Now, lam not asking whether it is possible. 

Mr. WorerNeER. That is 

Mr. Ciarpy. Is that vour belief ¢ 

Mr. Worerner. That is my belief. 

Mr. CLarpy. | merely wanted to find out where you stand. 

Now, as I understand it, you will refuse to answer any questio 
about any possible connections you may have with the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Worerner. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you belong to any of these organizations that you 
have heard loosely described as Communist fronts ? 

Mr. Woerner. I would decline to answer that, sir, on the ground 
I have stated to counsel. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Have you ever engaged in any subversive activity of 
any kind whatsoever ¢ . 

Mr. Worrner. I would decline to answer that question, sir, on the 
same grounds. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is all I have, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Where are you presently employed, Mr. Woerner ? 

Mr. Worerner. At the firm, the name of which I gave before—the 
Hauck Manufacturing Co., of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. Jackson. Any further questions, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. No, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. J ACKSON, Is there any reason why the withess should not be 
excused ? ; , 

Mr. Kunzia. I know of no reason. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused. 
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The committee will stand in recess, subject to the call of the chairman. 

It is not a1 ticipated there will be any additional wit nesses this morn- 
Ing or this week. 

(Whereupon, at 10: 56 a. m., the hearing was recessed subject to the 
call of the chairman.) 
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TUESDAY, MAY 19, 1953 


Unirep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON Un-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington. D. C. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
et, pursuant to eall, at 11:05 a. m.. in the caucus room, room 362, 
Old House Office Building, Hon. Harold H. Velde (cl 


a Ze 


mairman ) pre 


Committee n embers prese nt: R ‘presentatives Harold H. Velde 

hairman), Kit Clardy, Gordon H 
transcript), al dl ( lyde Doyle. 

Staff membe1 present ; Robert L. Kunzic, ounsel: Frank S Tavel 

Jr., counsel; George E. Cooper, investigator; and Thomas W. 

Beale. Sr., chief clerk. 

Mr. Vector. The committee will be in order. 

et the record show, Mr. Reporter, that I have appoint 
ommittee consisting of Mr. Clardy of Michigan; Mr. Doyle, o 
fornia; and myself as chairman for the purposes of this hea 


Scherer (appearance noted im 


Do vou have a witness. Mr. Counsel ? 
Mr. Tavenner. Mr. William T. Parry, will you come forward, 
] aS ; 


Mr. Verner. Will you raise your right hand, please / 

Mr. Parry. I will take the affirmation. 

Mir. Venpre. Do you solemnly, in the te timony you are ibout to 

ve beTtore t] S| beommittee, aflirm that vou \ ‘}} tel] the ft 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Parry. I do. 

Vir. VeLpr. Be seated. 


1 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM T. PARRY, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, CHARLES B. FORD 


Mr. Tavenner. What is you name, please, sir? 

Mr. Parry. William T. Parry. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name? 

Mr. Parry. P-a-r-r-y. 

Mr. Tavi NNER, Are you accompanied by counse |? 

Mir. Parry. Yes, sir: I am accompanied by Mr Ford 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ¢ 


1511 
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Mr. orp. Charles E. Ford I -o-r-d-—416 rifth Street NW., 
Washington, D. C 

Mr. Ciarpy. Counsel, may I interrupt to ask Mr. Ford a question ¢ 

Has counsel told vou th general rules of the committee with respect 
to the rights to cor sult with youl 

Mr. Forp. Yes; I think I understand them. They shall be obeyed 

Mr. Vetpe. Well, Mr. Clardy, I think it sh [be put in the record 
at this pou t that you uve a ked the cou sel, Mi ‘Tavenner, to state 
the rule and custon under which we oO 
concerned and the witness Is concerned. 

Mr. Tavenner. It has been the rule and policy of the committee to 


encourage every withess to be ace mipanied by counsel and to consult 


I unhsel at any time during the course of tie hearing that he so 
cit l » Dut it has al o bee the rule of the committee that counsel 
ie e his activity to the direct assistance of the witness by confe 
ence, and questions are not permitted by counsel and arguments on 


matters are not perm tted by counsel: but the committee will receive 
wer al moti t} { ounsel desires to } Ke 1h writing 


Mir. CLarpy. And if it becomes necessary to have some recess or son 

ferval, the committee perl I the witness tO ask that. if you ree 
ecessary, you can advise the withess to that eilect. 

Mr. Forp. All right. Thank vou. 

Mi 1AVEN NER. Whe and where were you bor . Mr. Parry ¢ 

Mr. Parry. Well. I was born in Nutley. N. J. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? , 

Mr. Parry. Nutley N-u-t-l-e \ New Jersey, October 22, 1908 

M PavENNER. What is your present occupation / 

Mir. Parry. Lama colleg 

Mr. TAveENNeR. Where are you a teacher ? 

Mi. Parry. At the University of Buffalo. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the field in which you teach ? 

Mr. Parry. I am in the department of philosophy. 

Mir. TAvenner. Will you repeat that, please ¢ 

Mr. Parry. I am in the department of philosophy. 

Mri. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, in a general 
way, What yout formal educational training has been / 

Mr. Parry. Well, I graduated from Columbia University, and have 
al a; B from Columbia— 

Mr. Tavenner. What date / 

Mr. Parry. In 1928; a master of arts from Harvard University in 
1930: doctor of philosophy, Harvard University; 1932. I also did 
studying after my doctor’s degree; had a traveling fellowship abroad 
for 1 vear. I did further graduate work there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been engaged in any profession since the 
completion of your formal education, other than the teaching pro- 


e Teacner, 


{ / 
ie 1 


Mr. Parry. Yes, sir. 

Mir. Tavenner. What has that been, and where? 

Min. Parry I've had several—there have been several things. 
Mr. Tavenner. Well, will you tell the committee, please, what they 


ire 
Ler us 
Mr. Parry. Yes. 
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Mr. Tavenner (continuing). Begin this way: Suppose you begin 
and tell us chronologically what your employment has been since you 
received your doctor's degree in 1932 at Harvard University. 

Mr. Parry. Well, the first employment after that—not immedi- 
ately the first employment Was as ah assistant 1n philosophy at Har- 
vard University. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. When did you begin and when did that work ter- 
minate ¢ 

Mr. Parry. I believe that began in 1933. I’m not—not absolutely 
sure of the exact date, but I would say it was 1933, and I believe it 
terminated in 1957 or thereabouts ibout that period, I would say. 

An assistant in philosophy at Harvard 

Mr. Cirarpy. May I suggest, Witness, this room has terrible acous- 
tics. If we could keep you a little closer to the microphone, it would 
be a little easier to hear. It is very diflicult up here. 

Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right then, begin 1 1937 and tell us your 
employment since that time, 

Mr. Parry. I'd like to consult my attorney before answering that 
question. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. Surely. 

(At this point Mr. Parry conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mr. Parry. Sir, are you ready ¢ 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Parry. The period approximately 1937 to 1938 I must decline 
to answer as to my employment, 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you living during that period of time ? 

(At this point Mr. Parry conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mr. Vetpe. You may consult. 

Mr. Parry. May I consult my attorney ? 

Mr. Veupe. Yes. 

(At this point Mr. Parry conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mr. Parry. Sir, ’m ready to answer that question. I was living 
in Boston at that time. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Where in Boston 7 

Mr. Parry. In Boston. 

Mr. Tavenner. At what address in Boston ? 

Mr. Parry. As to the—as to the address in Boston, I decline to 


answer. 


Mr. Tavenner. On what ground do you decline to answer ¢ 


Mr. Parry. I decline to answer—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, may I interrupt you before you—— 

Mr. Parry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Veupe. Let the witness finish his answer. 

Mr. Crarpy. I want to make 

Mr. Vexupre. Counsel has asked him for his reason. 

Mr. Parry. I decline to answer on the grounds that the answer 
might tend to incriminate me, and assert the privileges of the fifth 
article of the Bill of Rights. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the basis for your refusal to answer the 
question as to how you were employed during that period between 


1937 and 1938? 
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Mr. Parry. It is my understanding, sir, I don’t have to explain the 
basis of my refusal. That would lessey ae purpose of the protec- 
tion, the constitutional protection, if I explained the basis of my 
refusal to answer. 

Mr. TAveENNER. That 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I say something ? 

Mr. Veipre. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Witness, as I understand the question, all that was 


SOl oht was the address oft your re sidence 


Now, you do have the right to raise the fifth amendment always 
f it will in any way cause you, as the amendment in effect says, to 

testify against yourse lf in a criminal proceeding ; but you do not have 
the right to raise that in a frivolous manner or without any solid 
foundation, and so long as there is no implication—and there defi- 
nitely wasn’t—that would tie you up with any criminal act of any 
kk a. | think you should reconsider and olive to the committee the 
address of your home. 

Obviously, if there is in the background some evidence that this par- 

ticular place was used for some subversive purpose or activity, you 
would be within your rights; but there is no insinuation or even hint 
DY this committee that that was the case. We are merely seeking to 
discover where yen lived. 

I would like to have you reconsider it, if you will, and give us that 

formation. 

Mr. Parry. Well, my attorney and I both are of the opinion that to 
disclose the ad oe would—might, in fact, be a link in the chain of 
evidence leading to a criminal prosecution. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, it might if in the background there is some 
evidence that the location was used for some criminal activity, some 

bversive activity of some kind; but unless you want to leave that 
Impress} on that there was such, you should not raise that. If you are 

ire in your own mind that there is something that took place at that 

location that might come to the attention of the committee that would 

minate you, obviously you would have the right to raise it; but 
otherwise not. 

Mr. Parry. Well, in my opinion, there are other possible alterna- 

ves than the one you suggested: but I don’t think I am required to 
tate whi h of various possible alternatives is the actual one because 


that would destroy the privilege 


I can’t prevent your making inferences, of cours I only say I 
think there are other alternatives than the one you ieee 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, the committee has the right to discover whether 
or not the privilege was invoked in good faith. That is the reason I 
made my suggestion. If you don’t follow it—that is, of course, up to 
you—the consequences that may be visited upon you would be the 
lirect result of your own actions, not that of the committee. 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you advise the committee, please, what your 
employment has been since 193 

Mr. Parry. I was sc oo next employment was—was in the 
WPA on a writers’ project: and subsequent to that my employment 
was in a furniture factory in Boston. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the exact nature of your employment 
with the WPA ¢ 

Mr. Parry. I was employed in the writer’s project. 
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Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your duties as an employee 
under the writers’ project? Did you hold an administrative 
position => 

Mr. Parry. No, sir. 

Mr. TavennNeER (continuing). Or were you engaged in writing? 

Mr. Parry. I was engaged in writing. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the general nature of your assignment ? 

Mr. Parry. Well, the project was preparing—was preparing books 
for publication, and I was to work on these. The particular thing 
I worked on was never published, as far as I know. I worked mostly 
ona book they were going to get out on nationalities in Massachusetts. 
I worked—for instance, the—I think most of my time was spent in the 
study of the Indians in Massachusetts, and I wrote on that subject; 
but as far as I know that was never—never published. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, that is enough in detail. 

Then your next employment was with a furniture manufacturer ¢ 

Mr. Parry. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did that employment cease ¢ 

Mr. Parry. Well, that ceased sometime in 1942. 

Mr. Taverner. How long were vou employed by the furniture 
manufacturer ¢ 

Mr. Parry. Well, roughly about a year. I can’t—I can’t remem- 
ber the exact length of time. About a year; roughly a year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then how long were you with the WPA? 

Mr. Parry. Well, I—let me think, now. This is so far back. It’s 
hard to remember these questions of dates here. 1 will have to try 
to refresh my recollection on this. 

I—I would say for about—that was about 2 years, approximately, 
in the WPA. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Did you live in Boston during the entire period 
you were employed by the WPA and the furniture-manufacturing 
company ¢ 

Mr. Parry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. 'TAvenner. I believe you went into the United States Army 
during 1942, did you not? 

Mr. Parry. That is true, sir. I volunteered for the Army. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in the military service? 

Mr. Parry. I was in over 3 years. I think 3 years and between 4 
and 5 months. 


Mr. ‘TAvenner. Then when you returned what employment did 
vou obtain ? 
Mr. Parry. My first position was with an organization in New 


York City called the International Auxiliary Language Association. 

Mr. Vetpe. I’m sorry. I didn’t—— 

Mr. Parry. The International Auxiliary Language Association— 
incorporated organization of New York State. 

And the next employment, soon after, was with Hunter College. 
There were two jobs there. I was employed in the evening session of 
Hunter College; also with a guidance—a counseling service for 
veterans, which was conducted by Hunter College for the—for the 
Veterans’ Administration. I was employed by Hunter College. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did that employment begin and end? 

Mr. Parry. Well, I—well, now, let me think. I—as I remember. 
I was discharged from the Army about—about December 1945. This 
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en ployment began sometime—well, the—all these 3 jobs I’ve spoken 
of—that 1S, the 2 jobs I’ve spoke n os ina period of 1946—up to 
Decembe r 1946. So. they were all within a } neriod of less than a year, 


I should say this oapies: rent for the association, for the Hunter 
College was all within 1946. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Th en what was your next employment ! 

Mr. Parry. My next employment was at the present university. 

Mr. TAvENNER. And that is what university / 

Parry. University of Buffalo. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Where do vou reside? 

Mr. Parry. I reside in Buffalo—Buffalo, N. Y. 

Mr. Vetpr. Buffalo is a fairly large city. Would you give us the 
st! { ud ires 


Mr. Parry. I live at 144 Englewood, Buffalo—144 Englewood 


.V ELDE. Now, you are willing to give us the street address, resi- 


ence, at the present time As I understand it, you refuse to give 
residence and the street address of your residence when you 
were in Boston; is that right? 


Mr. Parry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Professor Parry, during the course of the in- 
vestigation that has been conducted by this committee as to the pur- 
poses of the Communist Party in attempt ing to organize persons within 
the teaching profession at Harvard University and at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, and also for the purpose of determining 
just what the Communist Party objectives were in doing that, and 
ul for the purpose of determinu or the extent of success or failure 
of the Communist Party in that enterprise, the committee has learned 
that you were affiliated with that same group. It appears in the testi- 
mony of Dr. Robert Gorham Davis, who testified before this commit- 
tee on February 25, 1953. He told the committee that two persons 
took part in his recruitment into the Communist Party, and that you 
were one of those. At the time he did not know you were a member 
of the party, but after he himself became a member he ascertained 
that you were a member of the party. 

aia if that be true, you are in a pos! ition to give this committee 

formation within your know ledge of the things it is inquiring into. 

So, I want to begin by asking you whether or not the testimony of 
Dr. Davis was true or whether it was false that you were a member 
of the Communist Party at Harvard University. 

Mr. Parry. Is that your question ? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Parry. Well, that question, with regard to the truth of the 
testimony of—of the—the reluctant informer, Mr. Davis, I decline 
to au swer on two grounds: The first and principal—principal ground 
is that I assert the privilege against self-incrimination and, secondly, 
t appears to me, although I haven’t consulted counsel on this specific 
point—it appears to me— 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me suggest you do consult counsel. 

Mr. Vevpr. You may at any time consult counsel. 

(At this point Mr. Parry consulted with Mr. Ford.) 

re Parry. Sir, Pll continue my answer, having consulted counsel. 

s I say, the first and principal reason is that of the fifth article in 
aa Bill of Rights. The second reason is that I—I believe, since I 
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have not had the opportunity to cross-examine Mr. Davis, that I have 
a right under the sixth—sixth article of the Bill of Rights to refuse 
to answer. 

Mr. Vetpe. What questions would you ask Mr. Davis if you had 
the priv ileve of cross-examination here ? 

I want to state for your own benefit and for the benefit of counsel 
this is not a court of law. ‘This is an investigating committee. It is 
a legislative committee, authorized by the House of Representatives, 
and we are out, dutybound, to ascertain facts and information relative 
to subversive activities in the United States, report to Congress, report 
to the American people, for remedial legislation. 

I ask you again to reconsider your answer to that question, and to, 
if you can see it within your own conscience, with your own rights 
under the Constitution, answer the question al d give u the informa- 
tion that you have. 

(bv ul ly, yo 1 were a member of the Comm Party at Harvard. 
There is no reason why you shouldn’t tell us about it. 

Mr. Parry. Well, sir, I think the answer—the question whether I 


knew the riner, Davy Se would tend to deora na 1] ril nate 
me, and | al o do th nk that—that a cong! onal he ] should at 
lea -at least morally, lt ol leg lly—] am not prepared to judge 
the la ould eral the r Ont ¢ ro ) hill W het he { 

| ) rieh ] ] DOSE ] i¢ 1 eo me ( l l wwely 
cif } { rie it see the 1ust { ift i le ot the b l] 
of R ( b | ( has been ex 
t¢ il hea ng . my non—nonle ul 
op I t] ( ild e 1 ted { spl 

\I ( I } l rerp I Dut l reat Thy ( Tio} rne 
( ! VO } It been inswere I a k 1 VO that I Ou 
el ] { ( Cie ( eT) oO ( ! l a ] 1 ) l 
tha mine Mr. Davis—what s ect or what questions 
( K ill 

\] Pr I } Well h tL See to met bh 1 vers {Ty ( rie is The 

P Re t S cia ( ld ve 71 nre 1re— 

i U] Ol eS \ 7 
! e my\ oO t} but | 1, not prepared t ’ the nun 
\ 

Mr. Ciuarpy. Well, you knew when you cat here today that tl 
rul ( LIS ¢ tee did not me tl yro re vol wkinoe 
b \ l oO To? to eX ( \ \\ { 

¢ f ( / 

Mr. | y. We you may— ky 4 effort by 
i i | t rote to ou to ex l } ott { y 
without infor mn people, At 1 1 ir ee mitt has ¢ } d mie hat 
riont It S ( ] | ( i idnt explore evel } ble Mtn we Vv that 


et’s get that straight right here and now. You have every 
neht that an other American citizen has, and we haven’t denied you 


1 
Mr. VELDE. This committee has not denied you any rioht whatso- 


any right whatsoever that you have under the Constitution. 

I might say, too, to the witness: An executive me ting is being held 
with re f rence To se eral of the \ it esses who have ay pe ared before 
this committee who refused to answer questions which are purely in 


the interests of the work of this committee with a view of citing these 
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witnesses for contempt, and I ask you that you really seriously con- 
sider this proposition because there is no reason under the sun that I 

in think of why you should not give us the information relative to 
the subversive activities or relative to your connections with the Com- 
munist Party or any other subversive activity. 

Mr. Doytr. May I make this observation, Mr. Chairman: I think 
we ought to call the attention of the witness to the fact that it would 
De absolutely impossible for us, as a practica! matter, to arrange for 
cross-examination—not that we wouldn’t wish that it might be other- 
wise and not that we don’t recognize the value, the appropriateness, of 

ross-eXamination in a court proceeding ; and I,asa member of the bar, 
or many years a tive 1} practice before I came to Congress several 


years ago, would still w sh that there micght be opportunities for cross- 





examination—but, Professor, if we tried to arrange that, the com- 
ee’s InvE CiPatlo Ol iL be st) ! a dV ould never get any- 

\ ‘re along the line of our assigned duties. 
SO, ] just wanted to mention that i sn't that we, as American 
Congressmen, nk less of the } ve or right of cross-examination 
in vou do. We have tried for years to Wol out some practical 


plan where it might be favorably considered, but we can’t, any more 
in we can work out some practical plan where a distinguished coun- 
sel, uch as you have Dy your s de today, | uld be permitted to orally 
irgue your case. However, with all due re pect to me mbers of the bar, 
tf w Lich I am one. it just would foreclose our making reasonable 
progress 1n Our WOPrRK, 


| rust wal ted you to naerstai a. as a distingt shed man in edu- 


therefore, in view of your claiming your privilege under the 
Constitution, that we don’t place less value on those things than you 
ut from a practical standpoint, under our assignment, this not 
ourt and having need to make rapid progress in our investi- 
on. ‘Those are some of the reasons, fundamentally, why there is no 
ation. and can’t be, and why we can’t permit counsel 
privilegt e l e could have, always to speak out 

wudibly this hearing fo client. 

Does th make it a little bit more cleat ¢ 


Mr. Vextpr. Let me say, Mr. Doyle, that I certainly concur with you 
y st nent with the except on of this witness being a dis- 

d professor. I think he would distinguish himself if he 

dal r the questions that are put to him by counsel and mem- 
the committe However, at this point I disagree with you 


your observa- 
y man who has the privilege of going to Harvard and 
om Hat 1 1 ersity 1s certainly, in the way I used 
of distinguished status in the field of education. From 

I ete le l tiZel in that way 


\} | ’ , f es O 


Mr. Verne. Well, then, let me add, too, to your remarks that, in my 


’ rember of th ommittee, I have never heard or found 
witness who has come before this committee who has incriminated 
by answering questions truthfully. 


there have bee! 1 ni mbe1 who have incriminated them- 
lves by refusing to answer; there have been a number who have 


TOYS ts 
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been incriminated by committing perjury before this committee, but 
never has anyone been incriminated by coming before this committee 
and answering the questions that are asked of him truthfully. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Professor, you assigned as one of your reasons for 
refusing to answer the question that to do so might tend to degrade 
you. Now, I do not know how much importance you were giving to 
that, if you were eiving any importance to that assignment. The 
Supreme Court of the United States has clearly held that that is no 
oround for the refusal—no legal ground for refusal—to answer a 
question of this kind. 

So, I again want to ask you, in light of that statement, which you 
may consult your counsel about, whether or not you would be willing 
to answer the quest ion. 

Incidentally, that was in the case of Brown against Walker, decided, 
I think, a little prior to L900, 

Mr. Parry. Well, since you suggest it, I will consult my counsel. 

Mr. Veupe. I think at this point we should declare a recess so that 
the witness and counsel may consult together for a little while. 

We will be in recess for 10 minutes. 

( Whereupon, at 11:40 a. m.. the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at11:50a.m.) 

(The hearing reconvened at 11:48 a. m.) 

Mr. Verpr. The committee will be in order. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to ask you again, after the recess, 
whether or not the statement made by Dr. Gorham— 

Mr. Parry. Who? 

Mr. Tavenner (continuing). In identifying you as a member—— 

Mr. Parry. Dr. who? 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Gorham Davis. 

Wait a minute—I haven’t given you the full name Dr. Robert 
Gorham—G-o-r-h-a-m—Davis—(continuing with the question) was 
true or false in identifying you as a member of the Communist Party 
unit in Harvard? 

Mr. Parry. I stand by what I said to that question the first time 
vou asked { 


Mr. Verne. What isthat? Will you repeat again, Mr. Witness? 


Mi PARRY. [I—ves, aif. I declins to answer the question as to t] e 
nformer, Davis, on two grounds: First, the principal ground is that 
| believe the answer to that quest on mignt tend to Ineriminate at l 
degrade me and, therefore, I assert principal—lI assert the privilege 
against s f-Incrimination in ac ra ce with the fifth article of th 


Bill of Rights. which was introduced to protect the innocent: and. 
econdly, I also—I do also believe that I have not had the rigne « 
cross examination of Mr. Davis 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Not understanding fully Just what importance you 
put upon these various assignments of grounds for your refusal to 


answer, I want to ask you the question in this form: Were you a 
member of the Communist Party at any time while you attended 
Harvard University ¢ 
(Representative Gordon H. Scherer entered the hearing room at 
this point.) 
Mr. Parry. Well, I attended as a student—— 
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You mean as a student ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us put it that way first—while you attended 
as a student. 

Mr. Parry. Well, speaking of the period before I obtained my Ph. 
D. degree—the period before I obtained my Ph. D. degree from 
Harvard—I can answer that I was not a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I didn’t hear the concluding part of that. 

Mr. Parry. I was not a member of the Communist Party—— 

Mr. Tavenner. And it would be—— 

Mr. PARRY (continuing ). At that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. You entered Harvard in 1930; you received your 


} § ‘ 
doctor's degree in 1932—— 


Mr. Parry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner (continuing). According to my recollection from 
Ve testimony. 

Mr. Parry. Yes, sir. 

I was not actually n attendance at the university at the time I 
obtained the doctor’s degree. I was on a traveling fellowship at that 


Mr. Tavenner. Then, you were an assistant in philosophy from 


Mr. Parry. There or thereabouts: approximately that time. 
Mr. Tavenner. Well, were you a member of the Communist Party 


a it p if time, between 1933 and 1937 ? 

Mr. Parry. That—on that question, I decline to answer: I claim 
I Dl vileg wa st sell nation 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any period during that time, between 
1933 and 1937, whe you were not a membel of the Communist Party ? 


AVEN NER. Well. dur the vear 1933, to be more specific— 


1 
Mr. Vetpr. Just a minute, Mr. Tavenner. 


M arry. I clan privilege. 

Mr. VeEuLpe. A1 ref ) er ¢ 

Mr. Parry. Ye 

M [TAVENNI lo be a little more specific, were you a member of 
Communist Party in 1933? 

Mr. Parry. I decline t er on the same grounds—that is, on the 
ort ls of the—of the fi article of the Bill of Rights. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, while you were a student at Harvard—that is, 
between 1930 and 1932—were you a member of the Young Communist 


Mr. Tavenner. We vol member of the Young Communist 
League at any time between 1933 and 1937 when you were an assistant 


| losophy, that 1s, an assistant mnstructor—— 


Mr. TAvVENNER (continuing). In philosophy ¢ 

Mr. Parry. Assistant is the title. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Well, you mean an assistant professor ? 

Mr. Parry. No, sir; not an assistant professor. An assistant. The 
lowest form of academic life is the assistant. and that was-—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, an assistant in teaching ? 
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Mr. Parry. You wish to know my duties as an assistant? Is that 
the question ¢ } 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, we would like to know—of course, we know 
you were not an assistant coach 

Mr. Parry. I was not an assistant professor, sir. That was not m) 
rank. I was an assistant—plain assistant. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What counsel is seeking to find out is, What were you 
assisting at¢ What were you teaching? 

Mr. Parry. I was assistant in the philosophy department, if that 
Is What you-—— 

Mr. Tavenner. In teachin 
shilosophy ? 

] 


Mr. Parry. | didn’t conduet a course. I didn’t conduct a course 
] 
I 


yr 7 h losophy and con ucting the COUTSeS 


‘ 


there. I woul onduct sections of the course sometimes, but I] didn’t 
conduct a eourse. | oraded paps rs. but l wasn’t 1! charge ot the 


fr. Cuarpy. Is it fair to say you taught classes ¢ 


Mr. Parry. Well. there’s some possible ambiguity there. 

Che point is, the classes were large classes, where a professor would 
give—would have them divided once a week into sections, and I 
would—-I would sometimes take charge of some of these sections, under 
the general ould ince of the professor, but I didn’t have charge of 


a course. I didn’t have charge of any course. I was not in charge 
of any course, but I was under the direction of a professor. I mght 
conduct these sections in a class, in which the—in which the lecture 
would be explained, recitations, and so on. 

Mr LA \RDY. Well, you operated as anvone you h ive deseribed as 
the lowest form of academic life, an assistant you acted as any 
assistant— ets in any school or college, didn’t you? 


‘i 
I am a little familiar with it. While I was in |: 
university, I was an assistant over in the literary co 


w school at the 
lege. So, 1 am 
shehtly familiar with it. 

Now, you operated just as they do generally, didn’t you? 

Mr. Parry. I believe J operated in the veneral manner of assist- 
ants—at least— 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is the idea. 

Mr. Parry (continuing). Such as the institution at Harvard. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I understand the distinction between assistant, assist- 
int professor, and all that. You were just a plain assistant—period ? 

Mr. Parry. That’s right. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, during the period you were such an assistant, 
were vou a member of the Young Communist League at any time 
duri oO that period ? 

Mr. Parry. I would like to consult my attorney before answering 
that. 

(At this point Mr. Parry conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mr. Parry. Sir, that question I must also decline to answer on the 
same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Professor Parry, a witness testified under oath 
before this committee that he was a member of the Young Communist 
League as early as 1934 and a man by the name of Harry Marks— 
M-a-—r—k—s—was the head of the group and that the meetings were 
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held at the home of Bill Parry—P-a—-r-r—y—and that Bill Parry lived 
iia rooming ho se. 

Were any meetings ¢ f the Yow o Communist Li ague held at your 
home in 1954 


Ir. TAVENNER (CO) ung). Or thereafter ? 

Mr. Parry. I di e to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. TAavENNeER. | t a fact that you refused to testify a few 
moments ago as to vw re vou resided between 1933 and 1937 due to 


the t that Communist Pat meetings were held in your home / 


Mr. Parry. That is not derstanding of it. Irefused to testify 


as TX my adare . qaress bo to 
Mr. Scuerer. Was it b e Communist Party meetings were being 
he that address? 


| it 

Mr. Parry. I don’t ha 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, if you-—— 

Mr. Parry. The reaso was explail ed at that time. 

Mr. Scnerer. If you decline to answer, you have the right to de- 
line: but I am askin 
Mr. Parry. Yes, s 


Mr. ScuHERER (con 


Cill 


nuing). Is that the reason you declined to give 
the Boston address, because Communist Party meetings were held at 
that address? 

Mr. Parry. I don’t think, sir, it would be wise for me to explain the 
reason—the reason why—— 

Mr. Criarpy. Witness _ 

Mr. Veiner. Just a minute, 

Mr. Parry (continuing). The reason why I decline. 

Mr. Veupre. Mr. Scherer has the floor. 

Mr. Scnerer. You decline? 

Mr. Parry. I decline to answer on the grounds that it might tend— 
my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. ‘| AVEN NER. \"\ re you a quainted with Herbert Ellis Robbins 


[r. Parry. I decline to answer on the grounds that it might tend 
to incriminate me. 
r. TAvenNeR. Were you acquainted with Harry Marks? 
r. Parry. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 
. TAvenner. Are you acquainted with an investigator of this 
committee, Mr. George E. Cooper, who is sitting to my left? 
Mr. Parry. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Tavenner. Did Mr. Cooper serve the subpena on you for your 


ww 


Mr. Tavenner. Do you re ‘all the date? 

Mr. Parry. Well, I think the date was May 9, sir, this year. 

M TAveNNER. On eXamination of the subpena I find that it was 
rved, according to the return thereon, on May 8, 1953. Is that in 


col e with your recollection ? 
Mr. Parry. Well, sir, 1 can identify the date in this way: I can 
dentily the day. It was the same d Ly the un versity issued a state- 


ment of policy to its faculty. I am sure of that, and I can say this 
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also on the date: It was a Friday. Now, if Friday was the 8th, I 
will agree it was the 8th; but if Friday was the 9th, I would say the 
subpena was served on the 9th. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall talking to Mr. Cooper on that occa 
sion and, in the course of your conversation, that you admitted to him 
that you belonged to the Communist Party at Harvard? 

Mr. Parry. Well, that seems to be another way of getting me to 


a er the qi t101 I decl ned to answer. 

| lecling to answer that question on the same grout ls. 

Mr. Cl y. 1 Cha ! 

) VELI Mir. Clardy 

Mr. Crarpy. I ask that the witness be directed to answer the ques- 
tion. Ithink there is no ba whatsoever for raising the fifth amend- 
Ni t! 1 ] tar 

Ni e ( r co rs with the gentleman from Michigan 
k \ nes ect 0 al wer the q estion 

Mr. Parry. May I have the question, please ? 

\ AVI Will ve ep t] ( ple LS¢ r$ 

i e} ad 1 estle as follows 

\ ( ( siol l, in tl urse of y« 

conve) that y mitted to hi hat you belonged to the Communist 
Part) H art 


\ir. Parry. I would like to consult my attorney before answering 


(At this point Mr. Parry conferred with Mr. Ford.) 
Mr. Parry. Sir, I decline to answer the question on the grounds 


of self-inerimination. 


Mr. TAvenner. Were you asked the question by Mr. Cooper as to 
whethe r Vol KheV Isadore Amdur, Norman Levinson, Robe rt G. 
Davis, and Dirk J. Struik—S-t-r-u-i-k—to which you replied that you 
did and vou admitted attend nea meetings with them ? 


Mr. Parry. My understanding is Mr. ¢ ooper asserts that I said I 
att nd | meet nes W ith all of those hnames— 

Mr. TAVENNER. With Isadore Amdur, Norman Levinson—— 
Mr. Veitpr. Just a minute, Mr. Counsel. Let the witness finish his 


Mr. Parry. I think I finished—with all the individuals you named ? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Vevpr. I’m sorry. Proceed. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mii VeLpDE. A thi noint it is voing to be necessary for the mem- 
bers of the committee to answer a rolleall and the committee will be 


} ] 
VV ihe eupon, at 12: QD Dp l tl »nearing was rece ed. to reconvene 


The hearing reconvened at 12:51 p. m., the following committee 
eing present: Representatives Harold H. Velde (chair- 
man), Kit Clardy, Gordon H. Scherer, and Clyde Doyle.) 


Mr. Vewpe. The committee will be in order. 


i] i Mr. C rl ( 
Mr. TavenNer. Professor Parry, so much time has elapsed since the 
ask ny of the questiol ] W l] reask 1t and break it aown son ewh lm 


1 Rolicall vote on floor of House of Representatives. 
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Did Mr. Cooper, on the occasion mentioned, ask you if you knew 
I lore Amdur, Norm Levinson, Robert G. Davis, and Dirk J. 


Mir Parry. | dec] e to answer on the ovrounds of the priv lege 


Mr. TAVENNER. Anc | you reply to his question by saying that 


you d ow them t ve 1dmitted to him having attended 
h the 
Mr. Parry. I dec] ) answer on the same grounds. 
Vir. ( wy. I a , Mr. Chairman, that he be directed to answer 
Ve“tpE, Will vou rene t the question, plea ‘ 
Tine I'é orter read t question as follows:) 
ld 1 reply ) V y lid know the and that 
i I nded meet eS ith them 


( piceht t t rimunate you, i ou al I { d tO an 
( ead = Olt) 
. : } 
Mr. Parr l d I is dire qd } 
11 ' 4 
il \ LI A fla Piveil 
Mr. Part I di inswer on the gro s of the privilege 
i i i t) Hh LLLON. 
: : : , 1 
Mia CLARDY Well, \\ tness, re you aware oT th Fact that whe 
{ rman directs you to answer a question it is the considered judg- 
; ' } 
ment f the mmittee ft it \ ir retusal to do so mav place vou 1n 
; 1 } 4 ; g . - 
contempt and place you in a position where the attorney sitting on 
vour right there may cd self with a considerable bit of litiga- 
T y 
t 


You have been directed not yust asked C aire \ yanswer that 
on 

Will you reconsider and answer ? 

[r. Parry. I will consult my attorney. 

(At this point Mr. Parry conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

\I PARRY. | decln { inswer the question on the crounds stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you not further state to Mr. Cooper, on the oc- 
ca entioned, that’ you would answer any direct questions from 
tl ] 1ittee as to \ il part you took while you were a member of 
the rty, ut vou did ot bD eve in voli teering anv information 
I il ould assis The co ttee é 

Mr. Parry. I'll consult with my attorney. 

\t this point Mr. Parry conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mr. Veupr. Before you answer the question, [ want to concur in 
the statement Mr. Clardy of Michigan just made relative to a pos- 
sib Ly {t vou! eetth gf int litigation and hay ng need for counsel. 

[ just want to make this remark for the record: Perhaps counsel 

very W illinge to get into this type of litigation—and I hope that I 

m { nferring by any means that counsel is unethical or in any 

Ly erested in obtaining a lawsuit. 

Mr. Di YLE. | th nk UiIS, Mr. ( hairman: ¢ ounsel S here and, under 
our rules, he can’t speak - 

Mr. Vextpe. That is right. 

Mr. Doyxr (cont ung). And I cherish the opinion of my distin- 
guished chairman, but I don’t think we ought to directly or indirectly 


ee 
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P 1 } 7 ] 
nfer that, when a witness consults his counsel and then answers, there 
is any thought at any level that the witness shouldn't answer except 
and exactly as his counsel advises him. 


: eee ae 
Ni v.1n mv book that is the reason counsel Is here, and Lt us 1e¢ 
] : ] ] ] 4 ] an’ ‘ 
mpelled to make this observation here: That this counsel can't say 
iu word m answer to the distinguished chairman's statement— 


Mr. Veupe. That is right. 

Mr. Dorie (continuing). And I know 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Doyle, I am sure you are right about it, and | 
wish to withdraw my remarks concerning the | 


Concer) ne counse:i tor the withnes 


don’t think there was any intention on my part or that of the chair 
man to mal 
advising t 

But, witness, may I poll 


} ay ] + 1: if las ] 
11e hess he may ise] consiael ie 


out to you: You have not only stated 
verbally the things tha eing asked you by counsel, but you have 
ee ‘the essence of it in writing in a communication to the 


7 ittee. 
( hnmi1cbee 


I don’t kr ow whether you have advised your attorney of that fact 
or not, but having taken the ste ps that you have—and the committee 
Intends to present evidence to show that is the fact—I don’t think 
I would be performing my function as a member of this committee 
if I didn’t warn you at this juncture that you are in grave threat 
OT Navi) the ommittee take some action, if the majority believes, 
‘ I do, that this is con tempt of this committee. Having admitted 
the facts about which you are ben ow inter ‘ogated, your refusal now 
is the worst kind of contempt 
Dorie. Well, Mr. Chairman, I . 

Mr. Charpy (continuing ) And I think that should be called to 
your attention—— 
~ Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman - 

Mr. Vetpr. Just a minute. Mr. Clardy has the floor. 

Mr. Crarpy (continuing). And I think the fact that you have 
placed these things in writing, as well as having made the statement, 
should be called to your counsel’s attention so that he may advise you 
further and you be given an opportunity to reconsider. ; 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpre. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. DoyLr. Again ; a impelled to differ with my distinguished 


league from Mic . Mr. Clardy. 

“Mr. ( LARDY. re what grounds, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. On the grounds this witness is here with his counsel] 
and, in our questioning, I think we ought to assume the counsel 
fully informed on what the witness has don 

Mr. Veipr. Well, Mr. Doyle 

Doyte (continu ng). paced cis aera a comn ee, and 

L think we ought to hesita . 
attention that there should be fea 1 hi ane of a contempt pro 
ceeding. I think that is one of ee oh thines we should do when 
a witness Is present, 4) otherwise whether he is in the room with 
his counsel or not. I think it is a 

Mr. SCHERER. Have 3 you read his letter to the committee, Mr. Doyle ? 

Mr. DOYLE. No. 


1? 
ite pretty care fu iv to stress to the witne 
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Mr. Crarpy. Well. it would be enlightening if you did. 

Mr. eae I know, gentlemen—and I don’t like to disagree with 
dist shed | olleagues in public session—and, yet, I—and it is 

le Hirst pied 

Mr. CLARDY. Well l, Mr. Doyle—— 


Ty) \ 





Mr YLE (continuing). I must say—— 

M a LARDY (continuing). May ] SLY this - 

Mr. Dorie (co! ¢). 1 think—— 

Mr. VELpe. Well, j t a minute, 

Mr. D YLE. I think the thought of stress of fear of prosecution for 
tempt to a wit ke this, with his counsel present or even if 


s counsel weren’t present, if would be worse— 

Mr. Vewpe. I think these are matters we should take up in executive 
session, Mr. Doyle—— 

Dorie. I grant you. 

Mr. Vevpe (contim a Pe | d let’s proceed with the hearing. 

Mr. Dorie. I grant vou. but I would like the record to show in this 
sort of situation I cai t e lent be ause | don’t agree with t 

Mr. Cuarpy. Bed W 

Mr. Verner. Well, Mr. Clardy 

Mr. Cuarpy. Just this observation, ln Chairman: I agree with Mr. 
Doyle. It is the last th ng tha it should be raised: but, when all other 


means at our command are of no avail, I think we have a duty, in 
fairness to the witnesses, to explain to them their course of action 

| that their actions are probably placing them in jeopardy. I think 
we would be remiss in our dutv 1f we did not. 


Mr. Veuve. And especially—— 
Mr. Cuarpy. All Iam doing is calling it to his attention. 


Mr. Veupe. And especially where a counsel for the witness doesn’t 
have the right to get up- 


Mr. Charpy. Tha right 
Mr. Veupe (continuing). And argue his witness’ case, I think 
ob] ratory- — 


Mr. Crarpy. That is right. 

Mr. Vevpe (continuing). To tell the witness—— 

Mr. Ciuarpy. I am never going to take it for granted. 

Mr. Vener (continuing). The legal situation as much as we possibly 

Mr. Ciarpvy. Mr. Chairman, I—— 

Mr. Veuve. Now, let’s proceed with the questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Professor Parry—— 

Mr. SCHERER. Mr. Counsel—— 

Mr. Veupr. Mr. Scherer—— 

Mr. Scurrer. I am just getting back to the question. I am not 
he other matter. 

I think the counsel should have that last question repeated again, 
instead of going on to another one. There has been no answer to that 
last question. The witness did not even decline to answer that last 
qui St1on. Let? > hear the question. 

Mr. TavenneER. Will you read the question, please, sir? 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes. Will you read the question, Mr. Reporter? 


voing to d Scuss tf 
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(The reporter read the question as follows:) 


Did you not further state to Mr. Cooper, on the occasion mentioned, that you 


would answer ; ny direct questions fro the committee as to what part you took 
while you were a member of the party, but that you did not believe in volunteer- 
ing any information that would assist the committee? 


Mr. Parry. I decline to answer the question on the ground of the 
privilege against self-incrimination. 

Mr. Tavenner. Professor Parry, did you— 

Mr. Cruarpy. May I ask, Mr. Chairman, that you direct him to 
answer that question—— 

Mr. Vextper. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy (continuing). So it will make the record complete? 

Mr. Verve. Yes; in the Chair’s opinion there is no way to incrimi- 
nate you by answering the question. You are directed to answer the 
question, 

Mr. Parry. I still believe that to answer questions about my con- 
versation with Mr. Cooper might tend to incriminate me, and I decline 
to answer on the ground of the privilege- 

Mr. Tavenner. Professor Parry, did you also state to Mr. Cooper, 
on the occasion mentioned, that you dropped out of the party when 
vou went into the service in 1942 and never rejoined it ? 

’ Mr. Parry. I decline to answer on the ground of the privilege 
against self-incrimination. 

Mr. Vetpr. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Parry. I decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have testified that you were discharged from 
the Army in December of 1945. Have you been a member of the 
Communist Party at any time since 1945 ? 

Mr. Parry. I decline to answer on the grounds of the privilege 
against self-incrimination. 

Mr. Vevpr. And again you are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Parry. I decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Professor Parry, did you become a member of the 
American Federation of Teachers at any time while you were at Har- 
vard University ! 

Mr. Parry. Did I become a member of the American Federation 
of Teachers ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, or the local which was in existence at that 
institution. 

Mr. Parry. I would like to consult my attorney on that question. 

(At this point Mr. Parry conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Sir, I am ready to answer. 

Yes: I was a member of a teachers—teachers’ union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the Communist Party, to your knowledge, en- 
deavor to influence or control the activities of that organization while 
you were a member ? 

Mr. Parry. I decline to answer on the ground of the privilege 
against self-incrimination. 

Mr. Vetpr. Again you are directed to answer the question, Mr. 
Witness. 

Mr. Parry. I decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Clardy, do you have questions? 








1528 COMMUNIST METHODS OF INFILTRATION (EDUCATION 


Mr. CLarpy. May I see that letter, counsel ? 

\\ itness, you addres ed a communication to this committee dated 
May 15, 1953, didn’t you? 

Mr. Parry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You can see it, I take it, from here. 

Do you recognize it as being the one that you signed and sent to 
the committee ? 

Mr. Parry. Yes, sir; I recognize that. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, now, without wasting any more time, isn’t it a 
fact that in that communication you have in effect admitted the verily 
of the thi oS upon yhich yo vere que { oned by counsel a few Ino 
l nh ag 
Mr. Parry. What specifically do you mean there / 

Mr. CLarpy. I mean the seri of questio dealing with you r col 
etions with the Comm Party. 

Mr. Parry. Can I] 

Mr. Ciarpy. My question is: Isn’t it a fact that this letter, in sub- 


. P ] sd : : , bck 
ts ago, or a few minutes ago, in the series of questions he asked ?@ 


ahh aah . ) nose past connections ¢ 


Mr. Parry. May I reread the letter before answering that question ? 
Mr. Ciarpy. I can’t hear vou. 

Mr. Parry. Mav I rerea e letter before answering that question ? 
Mr. Cuarpy. Yes; y iv read it, if you wish. I don’t mean read 


{ ud. 
Do vou have a copy there ? 
Mr. Forv. I think sa copy. 
\t this point Mr. Parry con ferred with Mr. Ford.) 
Mr. Parry. Sir, in my opinion, the letter does not state what you 
mplied. I stand by what the letter says but not by your interpreta- 


Mr. Scorrer. Well, I suggest you read—— 

Mr. Vevpr. Just a minute. Mr. Clardy has the floor. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. I’m sorry. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, Witness. before I read this letter in its entirety 
in the record, as it will be in a moment, I am asking you if it isn’t 

fact in this letter vou have said you are wv lling to tell the committee 
the things upon which the in vestigator has interrogated you, but that 


ou would not discuss names or would not brine other people into the 


hearing—in other words, that you were trving to impose a condition 
no which you would admit the othe things you have told to our 
estigato! Now it not the import of the letter ? 

Mr. Parry. Not exactly. 

Mr. Crarpy. Wel s in substance, isn’t it? 

Mr. Parry. Not as far as the specific questions are concerned. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I can’t hear you. 

Mr. Parry. Not as far as the specific questions that are asked here. 
There was no mention in the letter of that—of anv such specific 
organizations or individuals, or other things, that have been men 
t n the questions today 

Mr. CLtarpy. Well, I will read the letter to vou, and then T will 
rephrase the questions 

Vir. Ventpi And let the record show that the witness has adm tted 


that he wrote the letter. 
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Mr. Crarpy. And that this is his signature on the letter, and it is 
dated at 144 Englewood Avenue, Buffalo 14, N. Y., May 15, 1953, and 
addressed to you, Mr. Chairman (reading) : 

I have been subpenaed to appear before your committee on May 19. Before 
testifying, I would like to make a request. 

Conscious of no wrongdoing, I am well aware that some past associations or 
activities might be used against me under present circumstances, in which there 
is widespread disrespect in high places for the bill of rights. However, in view 
of my desire to protect the good name of my university, I am prepared to set 
aside personal apprehensions, to waive my privilege of not testifying aguinst my- 
self, and to answer freely and frankly any reievant questions about my own 
activities, provided— 
and that word is underlined— 


that your committee agrees not to ask me to name or identify any other person, 
I will not play the conscious role of informer. I will not get innocent people into 
trouble. If I did, I would lose all self respect and forfeit the confidence of my 
colleagues and students. I request you, therefore, to respect my conscientious 
scruple, making it possible for me to waive my constitutional protection and 
testify more fully than I otherwise can, 
Respectfully, 

and signed by your name. 

Now, I am going to repeat the question, sir: Is that not—— 

Mr. Parry. One correction, sir, please, for the record, 

Mr. Ciarpy. I am going to restate my question, as I said—— 

Mr. Parry. The word 

Mr. Ciarpy (continuing). Now that I have read the letter. 

Mr. Vevpe. Just a minute. 

Mr. Parry. The word—I spoke of the role of odious informer, not 
conscious role of informer. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, I haven’t got my glasses on and maybe I am 
reading it wrong. . 

Mr. Vevtpr. Here—“odious.” 

Mr. Cuarpy. At the very end. 

Mr. Parry. “I will not play the odious role * * *” 

Mr. Cuarpy. You are correct. I don’t know how I misread it. “I 
will not play the odious role * * *” 

Mr. Parry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, now, to come back to my question, sir: Isn’t it 
a fact that this letter was consciously written after you had talked 
with our investigator and that you intend in this letter to say to this 
committee that you will here, under your conditions, however, admit 
that you were a member of the Communist Party, admit all of the 
other things upon which you have been interrogated, in detail, by 
counsel ? r 

Mr. Parry. No, sir; the letter doesn’t mention the Communist 
Party, nor the other things that—— 

Mr. Crarpy. I didn’t say-—— 

Mr. Parry (continuing). Nor the other things that were mentioned 
here in detail. 

Mr. Vetpe. Just a minute. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I didn’t say the letter mentioned that, but was not this 
letter written consciously in an effort to tell the committee that you 
would admit freely and frankly all of the things about your own 
connections with the Communist Party if the condition you set up was 
observed and you were not asked about others? 

30172—63—pt. 5——_5 
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Now, I am merely asking you: Isn’t that the fact? 

Mr. Parry. I'll have to make a qualification on that. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, make it. 

Mr. Parry. It still remains true that the letter does not mention 
any specific organization, as your statement implies. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Well, are you admitting that aside from mentioning 
the Communist Party my statement is accurate and correct? 

Mr. Parry. I would have to hear it—hear it again, if it is to bb—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, I will put it again, because I want to be very sure 
on this: Isn’t your ‘etter consciously written in an effort to persuade 
this committee to allow you to tell about all your connections and 
associations on which you have been inte rrogated tod: ay, provided that 
we do not ask you to name others? Isn’t that the import of the letter ? 

Mr. Parry. There’s still that clause in your statement—“about 
which I have been ivterrogated today.” If you strike out that clause, 
I would—could answer the question. 

Mr. Crarpy. All right; we will leave that out. Will you answer it? 

Mr. Parry. Yes; with that exception I think you stated the case 
fairly 

Mr. Cuarpy. All right, then, having made that statement, isn’t it 

. fact that at the time you wrote the letter, and indeed right down to 
the very time prior to your appearance on the stand, that you were 
perfectly willing to tell this committee all about your past associations 
and connections, provided that we did not interrogate you about the 
identity of other persons? 

Mr. Parry. Well, what I stated in that letter is true. 

Mr. Crarpy. That is the fact, isn’t it? 

Mr. Parry. I meant what I said when I wrote the letter, if that is 
what you are asking. 

Mr. Crarpy. I can’t hear you. I wish—— 

Mr. Parry. I meant what I said when I wrote the letter. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, just answer my question, then: My statement 
\f it is an accurate statement, then, isn’t it? 

Mr. Parry. Well, we have so many statements of it now—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, we will put it this way: Do you still adhere to 
and mean what you said in your letter ? 

Mr. Parry. I better consult my attorney on that. 

Mr. Crarpy. You may. 

(At this point Mr. Parry conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mr. Parry. Sir, my answer is that the letter was written in good 
faith and I meant what I said in the letter. The letter contained a 
provision, and that having—that provision and the request not having 
been granted, the entire letter is now null and void. It is like an offer 
which is not accepted. The entire thing is of no effect at the present 
time, as far as I can see. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Oh, I see. You thought you could bargain with the 
committee and not having obtained your price that what you said then 
would be of no importance; is that what you are trying to tell us? 

Mr. Parry. No, sir. If the offer had been acce pted, the condition— 
the situation would now be different from what it is. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, then—— 

Mr. Vetpe. Let me—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes. 
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Mr. Vecpe (continuing). Make it clear again, Mr. Witness: I told 
you this morning that this is not a court of law. We are obliged to 
ascertain facts relative to subversive activities in the United States of 
America, to report them to Congress for the purposes of remedial 
legislation. 

You could, if you followed the statements that you made in your 
letter, be of some assistance to us—— 

Mr. Dorie. I would say be of great assistance, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veuve. Yes. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I agree. 

Mr. Veiner (continuing). Telling us your own connections with the 
Communist Party. 

It is obvious to all of us here—and I am sure it is obvious to your 
own counsel—that you were a member of the Communist Party. 

You should, by all means, give us the benefit of any information 
you have about your own activities as a member of the Communist 
Party. That is what we are vitally interested in at the present time. 
We are obligated, as I say, not only to the House of Representatives, 
our collennaes, but we are obligated to the American people to find 
out just how the Communist Party operated in this country; and, as 
a member of the Communist Party, you can give us some information, 
especially as a member of the teaching profession. 

Now, proceed, Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Cuarpy. One final question: If the committee should at this 
time inform you that it will not ask you any questions about the iden 
tity of any of the persons associated with you in the testimony that 
we have called to your attention, but would confine our questions to 
asking you merely about your own actions and past associations, would 
you answer the questions ? 

Mr. Parry. May I consult my attorney ? 

Mr. CLArpy. You may. 

(At this point Mr. Parry conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mr. Parry. Sir, my answer is that if you at this time grant the 
request I made in the letter, I would stand by the letter, although at 
the moment I feel my personal apprehensions are stronger than they 
were when I wrote it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I don’t understand your answer. You mean you 
would still at this juncture decline to answer the questions, even under 
the terms and conditions set out in your letter? Is that what you 
mean ¢ 

Mr. Parry. No, sir; not— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, explain it. I didn’t understand it. Your voice 
is muffled quite a bit with that microphone— 

Mr. Parry. I see. 

Mr. CLarpy (continuing). And it is hard to hear. 

Mr. Parry. I have to stand by the letter. If the request were now 
granted. I would feel obliged to— 

Mr. Ciarpy. You would answer? 

Mr. Parry (continuing). To do what I stated—as I stated there 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, to answer my question directly—— 

Mr. Parry. Yes. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You would answer if those terms and conditions are 
met ¢ 
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Mr. Parry. I would not—what the letter states in effect is that I 
would waive the pl ivilege against self-incrimination. There may be 
some questions that might be refused on other crounds, but the letter 
stated, under certain conditions, I would waive the privilege against 
self-incrimination: and I would—I will stand by that. If the condi- 
tions set forth in the letter are now granted, I would waive the privi- 
le ve iwainst self-inerimination. it may be. however, there would be 
other grounds for refusing to answer certain questions. 

Mr. CLarpy. Well, let’s ask you a simple question to see if your per- 
forma ice would pe as you indicate, Lf you ould how be asked 
whether you have eve been a memker of the Communist Party and 
th« terms you have suggested should be agreed to before you were 
asked that question, would you answer that question / 

Mr. Vetpr. Well, Mr. Clardy, I think you ought to ask the question 
directly—if he ever has been. I don’t see any reason to go any fur- 
ther— 

Mr. Cuarpy. Well, if he will answer that one question—— 

Mr. Vevpe (continuing). In view of certain—— 

(At this point Mr. Clardy conferred with Mr. Velde.) 

(At this point Mr. Parry conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mr. Verve. Well, I am afraid, Mr. Clardy, we are getting into a 
position where—we are by no means browbeating the witness—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. Oh, no. 

Mr. Vevpe (continuing). But we are trying to put him into a posi- 


( 
1 
st 


tion of a conject ire as to what he would do under certain circum- 
stances: and, after all, it isn’t the function of this committee to 
quest on a witness to determine what he would do under a particular 
set of circumstances. It is the function of this committe to determine 
facts. 

Mr. Crarpy. I think it is important, Mr. Chairman, but I don’t want 
to press it. 

But I do want to ask him one mort question based on specific testi- 
mony that has been presented. 

Mr. Vewpe. Proceed. 

Mr. Ciarpy. On page 7 of the report of the committee dealing with 
the February 25, 1953, hearings, Professor Davis was asked the specific 


question a to whether 


or not you were one of the first persons who 
intervit 


wed him, and the question reads this way: 
Mr. TAVENNER. Now, wi i give us the name of the second person who may 
have been the person whom you first interviewed with regard to joining the 
Communist Party? 

Answer by Mr. Davis: “William Parry,” and he spelled it out. 

My question is: Is that testimony by Mr. Davis true and correct? 

Mr. Parry. I decline to answer the question, sir. 

Mr. Scurerer. Do you know Professor Davis? 

Mr. Parry. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Scuerer. What is Davis’ first name? 

Mr. Tavenner. Robert Gorham. 

Mr. Scuerer. I had better ask that question again. 

Do you know Robert Gorham Davis? 

Mr, Parry. I have already declined to answer that question, sir. 

Mr. VELDE. And for the purpose of the record it is on the grounds 
your answer might tend to incriminate you? 


Mr. Parry. That was one of the grounds I gave. 
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Mr. Doy1e. May I ask you - rofessor, this question : Il quite assume 
that you are familiar with Public Law 601, under which this com- 
mittee functions, are you? I mean, have you read it! 

Mr. Parry. I can’t say I have read Public Law 601. 

Mr. Dorie. Public Law 601 assigns this committee to investigate 
the extent of subversive activities in the United States. 

Lf you were a member of this committee, appointe “| DV he United 
States Congress, how would you go about investigating fe extent of 
subversive activities at Harvard University? Wouldn't you subpena 
members of the former student body or of the faculty, past or present, 
and ask their cooperation in looking’ into the su ibversive activities 
which may have existed there? How would you go at it? 

Mr. Parry. Well, if I were 

Mr. Dore. I am not asking you critically, Professor—— 

Mr. Parry. No. 

Mr. Doyte (continuing). Believe me. 

Mr. Parry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. I am trying to get some area where you can give us 
some benefit of your intimate and personal knowle dge. 

Mr. Parry. Well, sir. if I were a member of this committee, I would 
investigate the—in the kind of subversive activities that seem to me 
to present the § greatest danger to this cor intry at this time; and, in 
my opinion, communism in the universities is practically negligible 
at the present time, and that is not the direction in which my inquiries 
would look. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, you may have an opinion that it is practically 
negligible at this time, but if you were a member of this committee, 
may I ask you again, wouldn’t you expect a member of the Harvard 
fac ulty W hom t| e committee has reason to beheve had personal knowl- 
edge of subversive activities among the students or faculty, or at 
Harvard, say, just 2 or 3, 4 or 5 years ago- 

Mr. Parry. Well. I 

Mr. Dorie. Wouldn’t you expect that professor or student—— 

Mr. Parry. Well, of course, I-—— 

Mr. Doyie (continuing). To come in and cooperate with you as a 
member of the committee? 

Mr. Parry. Well, so far the questions are about 15 years old. I'd 
have to perhaps 

You are asking if I had evidence about 5 years ago? Is that the 
question—if I had evidence of activities about 5 years a 

Mr. Doytr. Yes; I-— 

Mr. Parry (continuing). Wouldn’t I consider it my duty as a 
member of the committee to look into it? Is that the question ? 

Well, of course, this—this assumes a condition contrary to fact— 
that is to say I don’t have evidence—I don’t have—I don’t know of 
any evidence, for instance, at the University of Buffalo of Communist 











&o— 


activities. So, you are asking me to assume—or as far as Harvard is 
concerned—of course, I haven’t been ronne there for many years, and 
I haven’t seen—I haven't seen evidence that there is any considerab " 
amount of communism at either of the se universities in the last 5 or 

years. So, I still think my inquiries into the dangers—into Stet 


coming within the jurisdiction of the comm ittee would be in quite 
different directions. 
Mr. Dorie. Now, you have said—— 
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Mr. Vetpr. Let me say, Mr. Doyle, with all due respect to your dis- 
tinguished opinions and your very able questions, that I can’t see the 
reason for asking a witness’ advice when that witness refuses to give 

S any information whatsoever relative to our func tions. 

Mr C LARDY. Speaking for myself, Mr. Chairman, I wouldn’t value 
that advice very highly. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, I still think that even though this witness may be 
In your judgment where you place him, this witness, in my book, is a 
person who has some valuable facts and information— 

Mr. Vener. I will agree with you on that—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Vevpe (continuing). Wholeheartedly. 

Mr. Doyte (continuing). And I am trying to arrive at a level which 
would be fair to him and fair to the committee in trying to see if there 
is a level in which this witness will voluntarily he ‘Ip us in the area of 
Communist activities at the University of Buffalo. 

Now, I am not trying to ask his advice. I didn’t ask his advice, ex- 
cepting that I asked him what he would do if he were a member of this 
committee and with the assignment we have. 

Mr. Vetpe. Well, I consider that advice to the committee. 

Mr. Doyie. Well, all right: I will stipulate it. It is advice. It is 
his opinion as to what he would do as a trained educator; but in view 
of the time lapsing, I will not press it any further. 

Mr. Scuerer. He said the Communist activities at Buffalo were not 
too great at this time. 

Mr. Tavenner. There has been no evidence introduced—— 

Mr. Vetpe. What? 

Mr. Scuerer. He said that. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. There has been no evidence introduced. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, there is evidence as to his statement. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I will ask the question: How do you know there is any? 

Mr. Parry. I don’t know there is any. 

Mr. Crarpy. Why did you give the answer you gave? 

Mr. Parry. Because I can’t swear there is any. 

Mr. Crarpy. And that is the only basis? 

Mr. Parry. I can say as a matter of fact, of public knowledge, it 
must be negligible because nobody knows about it. 

Mr. Vetpe. Well, since you know about or have some opinion re- 
earding the Communist activity at Buffalo, what is your opinion 
about the past Communist activity at Harvard? 

Mr. Parry. About whose past activity at Harvard? 

Mr. Vetpr. Your own and anyone else’s who was in the Communist 
Party with you at Harvard. 

Mr. Parry. Your question has implications which, of course, if I 
answered would involve me in saying something which T refused to 
answer. I can’t answer the question as you have put it. 

Mr. Vetpre. You cannot answer the question ? 

Mr. Parry. I believe if vou directed me to answer the question as 
vou put it I would have to refuse to answer it. 

’ Mr. Verve. You don’t have to refuse to answer the question. You 
are under no compulsion—— 

Mr. Parry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Vetpr (continuing). to refuse to answer the question. 

Do you refuse to answer the question ? 
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Mr. Parry. Would you repeat the question, please ? 

Mr. Vevpr. Will you repeat the question, Mr. Reporter ¢ 

(The reporter read the question as follows :) 

Mr. VELDE. Well, since you know about or have some opinion regarding the 
Communist activity at Buffalo, what is your opinion about the past Communist 
activity at Harvard? 

Mr. Parry. About whose past activity at Harvard? 

Mr. VeLpe. Your own and anyone else’s who was in the Communist Party with 
you at Harvard. 

Mr. Parry. I decline to answer on the grounds of possible incrimi- 
nation—self-incrimination. 

Mr. Vewtpe. Mr. Counsel, is there any reason for continuing this wit- 
ness under subpena any longer ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, in light of the fact that the name of 
the university, Buffalo University, was brought in by the witness and 
then some questions were based on that, I think I should say that in 
the questions I asked I did not intend by inference or in any other 
way to indicate any spec ial knowledge of ‘Communist activities or the 
lack of Communist activities at Boston Unive rsity. 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes; certainly. 

Mr. Parry. Buffalo. 

Mr. TavenneER. I meant to say at Buffalo University. 

me. Vetpr. Yes; the chairman agrees with the statement of counsel 

are not inferring that the Communist activity at Harvard, Buffalo, 
or any other university is greater than it is at—mayby I should with- 
draw my remarks about any other university—the Communist activity 
at Buffalo or Harvard is any greater than the Communist activity at 
any other university throughout the country. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Well, Mr. Chairman, I think I am correct in this— 
and I have watched it pretty carefully: I don’t believe we have even 
located the university. We know the name, but we haven’t located 
the town. I thought of it 3 or 4 times. Maybe we just better let the 
record remain silent on that. I don’t think it mentions the town. 
We know, but the record I don’t believe shows the town. 

Mr. Vevpe. Is there any reason W hy this witness should be retained ? 

Mr. TAavenNER. No, si 

Mr. Vevpe. If not, the witness is excused. 

The committee will stand in recess until 2 o’clock, when we will meet 
in executive session. 

(Whereupon, at 1:35 p. m., the hearing was recessed, with the com- 
mittee to reconvene in executive session at 2 p. m., of the same day.) 








COMMUNIST METHODS OF INFILTRATION 
(EDUCATION—PART 


TUESDAY, MAY 26, 1953 


Untrrep States Houser or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington. D.C. 


PUBLIC HLEARINGS 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to adjournment, at 10:38 a. m., in the caucus room, room 
362, Old House Office Building, Hon. Harold H. Velde (chairman) 
presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde, 
Kit Clardy, Gordon H. Scherer (appearance noted in transcript), and 
Morgan M. Moulder (appearance noted in transcript). 

Staff members present : Robert L. Kunzige. counsel: George E. 
Cooper, investigator; and Thomas W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk. 

Mr. Vetpr. The committee will please come to order. 

Let the record show that the chairman — set up a subcommittee 
composed of Mr. Clardy of Michigan, and Mr. Velde of Illinois, as 
a viciamadies of two for the purposes of this hearing. 

Do you have a witness, Counsel ¢ 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes, Mr. Chairman. Professor Singer, will you step 
forward, please? Will you stand and be sworn ? 

Mr. Vexpe. In the testimony you are about to give before this sub- 
committee, do you solemnly swear that the testimony you will give is 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Srncer. I do. 

Mr. Vevpe. Be seated. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. If you are accompanied by counsel, Professor Singer. 
would counsel please state his name and address for the record ? 

Mr. Potuirr. Daniel H. Pollitt, office address 1631 K Street NW.., 
Washington, D. C 


TESTIMONY OF MARCUS SINGER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
DANIEL H. POLLITT 


Mr. Kuwzie. Professor Singer, would you please state your name 
and address? 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I interrupt a minute, please? Would you make 
sure that counsel accompanying the witness is thoroughly familiar 
with our practices and procedures ? 

Mr. Kuwnziae. Certainly. Have you ever appeared before this com 
mittee previously ¢ 
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Mr. Poturrr. No, I have not. 

Mr. Kunzic. On any committee ‘ 

Mr. Poturrr. No, I have not. 

Mr. Kunzic. The practice before this committee is that you may 
confer at any time with your client and that may be done privately 
and you may even leave the room if you so desire, but you are not per- 
mitted to talk before the subcommittee. You may talk to your wit- 
ness. You may talk _— your witness, through your client. 

Mr. Pouurrr. Yes, s 

Mr. Kunzic. Is hoe anything further ¢ 

Mr. Vevpe. I think that is sufficient. 

Mr. Kunzic. Professor Singer, would you please state your name 
and address ? 

Mr. Stncer. My name is Marcus Singer. My address is 109 Lroquois 
Road, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Mr. Kunzic. When — where were you born, Professor Singer ? 

Mr. Stncer. August 1914, Pittsburgh, Pa 

Mr. Kunzic. Would aa give the committee a résumé of your edu- 
cational background ¢ 

Mr. Sincer. I attended the public schools in Pittsburgh, Pa., until 
1930. I entered the University of Pittsburgh in 1934, received a 
bachelor of science degree in 1938, after which I attended Harvard 
University from 1938 to 1942, receiving a master of arts degree in 1940 
and a doctor of philosophy in 1942. 

Mr. Kunzic. That completed your formal education ? 

Mr. Stncer. Formal training. 

Mr. Kunzig. Would you kindly give the committee a résumé of your 
employment bac keround, let us Say since you gri adus ated from college? 

Mr. Stncer. Between 1938 and 1942 I was a fellow, teaching fellow, 
at Harvard University in the biological laboratories. 

In 1942 I received the position of assistant in anatomy at the Har- 
vard Medical School, became instructor in 1944, that is instructor in 
anatomy and in 1945, I believe, associate in anatomy, and in 1947 assis- 
tant professor of anatomy at the Harvard Medical School. 

In 1950 I taught for 2 months as a visiting professor at the Long 
Island College of Medicine. In 1951 I left Harvard for Cornell to 
become associate professor of zoology. That is my position at the 
present time. 

Mr. Kt NZIG. A re you associate professor of zoology today, or were 
you just raised to a full professor ¢ 

Mr. Sincer. I was raised to a full professor which goes into effect 
on July 1. Today I am an associate professor. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Professor, when you were at Harvard, were you con- 
nected with the Communist Party group that met and among whose 
members were Professor Amdur, Professor Martin, and the others who 
have already testified before this committee from that group? 

Mr. Sincer. I met with a Communist Party group when I was at 
Harvard, sir. 

Mr. Kounzic. What were the dates that you met with that group? 

Mr. Srnerr. Either late in 1940 or the beginning of 1941 through 
approximately in an on-and-off sequence part of the war. 

(At this point Mr. Singer conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 
Mr. Srncer. May I explain the nature of the group, sir? 
Mr. Kunzia. I will ask you about that. 
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Mr. Sincer. Surely. 

Mr. Kunzic. I want to get c ‘lear the end date of this. I got the first 
date, that is you became a member of this group or partic ipated in this 
group in late 1940 or e arly 1941. What was the end date, if there has 
been an end date? 

Mr. Stncer. I don’t remember clearly, but I would say on and off 
through the war years, 

Mr. Kunzig. Through the war years? 

Mr. Stncer. Perhaps 1945 or 1944, or thereabouts that I attende: 
meetings of this group. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where were the meetings held ? 

Mr. Stncer. The meetings were held at homes. 

Mr. Kunzic. At the homes of the members of the group? 

Mr. Stncer. Of the members of the group. 

Mr, Crarpy. How many were in that group? 

Mr. Sincer. Well, the group varied, sir, from time to time. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, I appreciate that. All of them didn’t attend 
all of the meetings, but how many in the aggregate attended all the 
meetings, taken together? 

Mr. Stncer. What I meant by varied, sir, is that for example dur 
ing the war years there was very little attendance. I mean relatively 
little attendance than before the war years because of the movement 
of people away from the university, but I would roughly estimate— 
it is very difficult—but perhaps 7 or 8 or approximately that number 
would be the maximum. 

Mr. Ciarpy. At each meeting? 

Mr. Stncer. At, say, a meeting which had the maximum. It might 
be 4 or 5 at another time, and so on. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Over a period of years the total number of different 
persons that would attend such a meeting would be how many ? 

(Representative Gordon H. Scherer entered the hearing room at 
this point.) 

Mr. Srncer. At any one time, if I would estimate the total num 
ber who attended the meetings, during the years ? 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes. 

Mr. Stncer. That would be extremely difficult for me, but to hazard 
a guess, perhaps 14 or 15, something like that. It was not a disciplined 
group in the sense of attendance. There was no compulsion for the 
individual to attend or to have regular attendance because it was a 
group which discussed the Marxian philosophy and attempted to ap- 
ply what they could from the discussions to the present day, that 1s, 
present day of that time, present-day events. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The idea of dialectical materialism was discussed at 
some length ? 

Mr. Stncer. Yes, we read individual books. We would take chap 
ters for example in Karl Marx’ book or in Engels’ works for example, 
and I remember clearly, since I was very much interested in it, the 
Dialectics of Nature and which had a scientific application. We 
would take a chapter or two chapters. Each one would have a turn 
and he would lead the discussion within the group and there would be 
argument and debate and so on on the application and nature of the 
substance of these chapters. 

For example, considering the argument and debate, for example I 
remember clearly a great dissension within the group on the nature of 
the value of objects. 
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Mr. Crarpy. What was that? 

Mr. Stncer. About the value of any article as judged by the Marx- 
ian standard in the terms of human effort put into it, and the argument 
on the level of what would a painting be worth and what would an 
antique be worth and where it fell down or where it could not be 
analyzed adequately. But that was the nature of the group. We 
were under no compulsion within the group either in attendance. We 
discussed with great interest, since we all were interested in it and we 
were drawn into it because of our interest, the Marxian philosophy. 
We believed in its application. 

Mr. CLarpy. You accepted the theories that Marx advanced ¢ 

Mr. Stneer. We accepted the theoretical side, with argument and 
debate and as you know, or may know, some of the theory is very diffi- 
cult to interpret. 

Mr. Cuarpy. It is very turgid book. I have read a great deal of it. 

Mr. Stncer. The Capital is very hard to understand. On the other 
hand, Dialectics of Nature I frankly and honestly enjoyed much more 
than I did the other because, being a scientist, I was interested in the 
scientific application of it. 

Mr. Cirarpy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. You may proceed. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you now, Professor Singer, a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Stnerr. No, I am not a member of the Communist Party, sir. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Have you at any time ever been a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Srncer. Sir, I considered myself a Communist. 

Mr. Crarpy. You what? 

Mr. Srncer. I ewe myself a Communist. I supported the 
Communist program. I do not vineater membership or a card in 
the Communist Party or any formal dues as such, but I contributed 
to the Communist Party in terms of support, in terms of money on 
drives when I could, in terms of their program. I was interested in 
it and I believed in it and consequently I considered myself as being a 
Communist. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Do you believe in it now ? 

Mr. Stncer. No, I do not. 

Mr. Ciarpy. When did you change? 

Mr. Stvcer. Well, I would say that I gradually went through a 
metamorphosis. It is hard to define the time but I would say in im- 
mediate proximity to the war years, the postwar years and the subse- 
quent years of 1946, 1947, 1948, my interest dwindled to the point 
where I disassociated myself completely from leftwing organiza- 
tions, from meetings, from rallies, and from any associ: ation. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. Would you tell the committee what caused this 
dwindling of interest on your part ? 

Mr. Stncer. Well, as 1 look back over it, sir, there are a number of 
things. For one, as I went along in my career I realized that my per- 
sonal talents do not lie either in the direction of politics or in the 
direction of economics, that my talents lie particularly within my 
field, and so I devoted myself more and more to research and to my 
family which had started then and had grown. 
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Too, I realized in the postwar years that here is a tremendous con- 
flict brewing on an international level and here is an overwhelming 
situation to which I could not fit myself as a Marxist. 

And after all my basic loyalties as I look back on them, always 
were and always will be with my country. 

Mr. Crarpy. There was no particular event that caused a sudden 
change of heart or mind, but rather a series of things that gradually 
unpersuaded you, so to speak? 

Mr. Srtncer. No, I don’t think it was cataclysmic, so to speak. Dur- 
ing the war I supported wholeheartedly the international situation. 
It was easy to support. We were all going in the same direction. 
There was a brave new world to look forward to and we were all happy 
and it looked that way in the early years with the setting up of the 
United Nations. Then with the growing and intensification of the 
cold war, as it grew and as it became difficult I completely disasso- 
ciated myself, both in interest and in actus ality with leftwing organ- 
izations. 

Mr. Vetpr. Dr. Singer, your testimony is very interesting to this 
committee because the committee has and is at the present time at- 
tempting to determine how far the Communists have infiltrated espe- 
cially higher education, and I believe you are giving us a very good 

story, a good sage as to the part thac you played in such infiltration. 

I am a little bit interested in what the gentleman from Michigan 
was questioning you about a few minutes ago, that is, the course of 
study that was pursued at the Communist meetings. I wonder if 
you would go into that a little bit more thoroughly. For example, 
lid you study the Communist Manifesto ? 

Mr. Stncer. No, I had read the Communist Manifesto | before then, 


We did not study that Soden I don’t think we were basically inter- 
ed in that. That was sort of, as you know, like an gover in a 
direction. ‘This was an intellectual group which liked to argue and 


cliscuss and we were used to taking things of interest for the day. 


For example, during the early part of the war when the Soviet Union 
‘alled the war a war of national liberation, as you recall at the begin- 
ning of the war, we studied books on the problem of national libera- 
tion. We read up on it as to what they meant by national liberation. 

At other times when our interest swung in one way or the other, 
for example at one time we studied very carefully the genetics con- 
troversy which some of us were terrifically interested in and which 
was brewing on an international scale. Of course, there were limits 
in the information because there was not much published at that time, 
but there was the problem of Lysenko and genetics and we took such 
topics as that. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you ever discuss the Soviet or the Communist 
Party attitude gener: ally toward religion ? 

Mr. Stncer. Yes: we discussed that at one point. I dq not think 
we had any formal reading on that because I do not recollect whether 
there is a formal book on that, but during the war there was a big 
discussion in the papers as to whether people were permitted to prac- 
tice their religion within the Soviet Union or not and the press and 
our radio, as you know, were favorably disposed toward Russia as an 
ally and there were pictures of overflow crowds within the churches, 
as you know, and so on, but in general we did not bother much with 
the religious question. Most of it was what you might call heavy 
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stuff, the business of econ omic application, the business of political 
application, the business of scientific application of the Marxian con- 
tributions, the Engels philosophy and in terms of the scientific level. 

Mr. Vewpe. Did you ever discuss the old saying—I believe it was 
Lenin’s—that “Rel igion j Is an opiate of the peop le.” 

Mr. Sincer. I have heard that, but we never took that as a subject 
of discussion. I think we accepted that as part of our philosophical 
pacmgron nd just like we accepted many things, but it was a group 
which liked to argue and debate. It is sort of traditional in certain 
ways within scholarly levels. We do that in biology in a sense in 
our seminars, except that this was a Communist group. We wanted 
to learn it and we supported the philosophical side of communism. 

Mr. VeLtpe. You were more or less studying and talking about the 
theoretical side of communism, I presume, that is the Marxian ide- 
ology, but did you ever discuss whether or not that was being carried 
l to pract ice in Soviet Russia ? 

Mi SINGER. Ye s. that wasa major part of the discussion. We would 
discuss the philosophical side and see what the nature of application 
vas, either in Russia or how it was applied on an international level. 
You see the nature of the ay plication of these to possible applica- 

on within different countries, how the Marxian philosophy may or 

iy not fit within these situations, and we argued on these levels and 
vated on these levels, but we sympathetically appled this in- 
formation to the international situation. So in that sense it was not 
onfined to merely theoretical considerations. It was application on 
theoretical level. 


Mr. Veupe. Let me ask you about youl conclusion at the present time 
with reference to the practice oO] Marxism h soviet Russia. Do you 
believe that Soviet Russia is practicing Marxism at the present time ? 

Mr. Stncer. I know that there is a tremendous debate as to whether 


ey are or \ hether they are not. but I do not think I am really compe- 


tent tosayv whether they a1 putting into prac tice the economic side and 
Pewee cam f that they are not, on either that or the political 
; de « > M: rx ist ph losop \. Nor can I Say about the scientific side 


eX = in mj own field, and yet in a way even there I could not—one 
does not have to be a Marxist to be a scientist. That is obvious. You 
don't have to read the literature of Marxism to be a scientist. 

Mr. Veipr. Were there any other subjects that you studied during 
youl ce] isses, or your meet noes, 1 aiken t hou li | say ¢ 

Mr. Sincer. No, the philosophical and practical side. For example, 
we would read Communist literature, say American Communist litera- 
ture when it was pertinent. For example, there was a monthly maga- 
zine which came out at that time. 

Mr. Verve. What was the name of the magazine ? 

Mr. Srncer. I can’t remember whether it was called The Communist 
or something of that sort. 

Mh Vi LDE. There wasa magazine called The ( ‘ommunist. 

Mr. Srncer. Well, that would occasionally have articles by inter- 
national Communists, maybe an article by a French Communist or 
a German Communist an: alyzing the world situation, so if it were in 
‘context with our studies we might devote a whole session to the 
analysis of this one article. 

Mr. Vetpr. How about the Duclos letter, the letter that Jacques 


Ynelos sent / 
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Mr. Stncer. I remember that because that created quite a contro- 
versy. It was a very critical issue and resulted in a split within the 
party and continuous argument within the party and there were 
lectures on that. 

[ remember attending a lecture in Boston by a Communist from 
the New Masses who analyzed the significance of the letter, and if I 
recollect correctly the letter stated that the Communist Party of 
the United States had deviated from the traditional position of com- 
munism, that Browder was wrong, that the party should reorient 
itself once again along the line of international Communist philoso- 
phy and doctrines. 

( Representative Morgan M. Moulder entered the hearing room 
at this point.) 

Mr. Cuarpy. Pursuing that line a little further, in your studies I 
take it you became acquainted with and must have accepted the basic 
tenet, the backbone, so to speak, of the Communist teachings, the 
question of the dictatorship of the proletariat. You must have 
studied and understood and accepted that. Do you accept it today / 

Mr. Sincer. No; I donot accept it today. 

Mr. Cuarpy. To go back to the time that you did, your group was 
accepting it? 

Mr. Sincer. Y« 


- we discussed that 


? badd. 
Mr. Ciarpy. You understood, did you not, that that meant that 
the end, the dictatorship of the proletariat was to be achieved, in the 
words of Lenin and the rest, by revolution. You knew and under 


stood that, surely, did you not‘ 

Mr. Sincer. No; I would say not, because we did not look at it, I 
am sure, and I am speaking for myself, in terms of revolutionary 
forces and violence. As we studied it. the concept went like th 
that capitalism reaches a level ot decay where it collapses on its ow 

Mr. Crarpy. I know there is a theory that we will destroy ourselves 
That is their theory. 


Mr. Stncrer. You see what I mean, and that at that time the people 


could take it over, as we understood it, by democratic means. 
Mr. Crarpy. Yes, but the word “democratic” in the Russian or the 
Communist dictionary doesn’t mean what we mean, does it? 


Mr. Stncer. That is right. Then at that time there would be revo 
lut lonary forces at work to try to maintain the system and consequent 
a revolution. 

Mr. Crarpy. Don’t they say that there will be counterrevolutionary 
forces to maintain, isn’t that the terminology they use? 

Mr. Srtncer. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. So that as they say today they anticipate starting a 
war because they must anticipate the war that they are sure England 
and America and the rest are going to start first. Isn’t that their 
attitude? 

Mr. Srncer. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. And wasn’t that their attitude and wasn’t that the 
angle that was discussed in your groups? 

Mr. Stnaer. I don’t think that we ever came down to a discussion 
on that—at least, we did not see it on that level. 

Mr. Crarpy. You may not have seen it but you must have been 
aware of the fact that that was the Communist theory of always strik- 
ing first, on the assumption that if you didn’t the other fellow was 


( 
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going to hit you first, the application of the words used by a general 
in the Civil War of “Getting there fustest with the mostest.” 

Mr. Sincer. That is the Communist philosophy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You accepted that, but you say that you rejected it. 
Do you reject it in its entirety ? 

Mr. Sincer. I rejected it because I cannot see at the present time 
any application to the United States. 

Mr. Cruarpy. Can you see any ap yplic ation any whe re? 

Mr. Srncer. Of force and violence? 

Mr. Crarpy. Of the theory behind the Communist doctrine. Can 
you see that it makes any sense whether it is in the United States or 
anywhere else? 

Mr. SINGER. No: I do not. 

Mr. Citarpy. You do not see that? 

Mr. Stncer. No: I do not see that. 

(At this point Mr. Singe pentorved with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is all I have, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veupr. Proceed, Counsel. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Would you tell this committee—— 

Mr. Srvcer. May I interrupt? As I look back to these discussions, 
projecting myself back through the years and as I look back at myself 
I don’t think I ever accepted that. 

Mr. Crarpy. Accepted what ? 

Mr. Srncer. In terms of revolutionary violence for myself. 

Mr. Cuarpy. May I express this thought, it is pretty difficult for me 
to see how you could accept the Communist theories if you did not 
accept the basic tenet, and that is the absolute necessity of their taking 
over, SO to speak, all the rest of the world. 

Mr. Kunzie. Will you tel] this committee how you first became a 

mber of the Communist Party at Harvard ? 

} 


Mr. Sincrr. Yes. I was invited into this group on the basis that I 
was interested, in the sense that I did not, I think, hold back in any 
open discussions around the labo ratory or elsewhere : around the school 
of my own person: il views of the growing international situation which 
worried me worse than anything. I was extremely depressed when 


France fell. The world looked unusually black to me in 1940, 
Mr. Kunzia. Who invited you to become a member of this group ? 
Mr. Srncer. Sir, I feel that I am prepared to talk freeiy about 
myself, but I nee feel that in honor and conscience I cannot, I 
prefer not, I should not talk about my colleagues and associates. I 
know that you 2 ave had before you a number of people and they have 


spoken freely and I have thought very carefully about this because 
it is a most difficult position. Yet I should not give you my feel- 
iIngs— 


Mr. Kounzie. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the witness be directed to 
answer the question that he has just been asked. 

Mr. Vener. In order for this committee to do its duty and perform 
its obligations, it is necessary that we obtain information, complete 
information about the Communist Party and all of its various front 
groups and we feel that the matter of who asked you to become a 
Communist is a matter which this committee is entitled to know, a 
fact which this committee is entitled to know, and so the witness is 
directed to answer that particular question. 

Mr. Stncer. May I consult with my attorney ? 

Mr. Kunzia. Please do. 
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(At this point Mr. Singer conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Srncer. Sir, I feel strongly and knowing these oa that they 
were like myself, they did nothing subversive, and I also feel that 
should I answer this question on advice of my counsel, that this might 
tend to incriminate me, and for both of these reasons of honor and 
conscience and of incrimination I would rather not answer. 

Mr. Mounper. Would you tell us whether or not the person who 
solicited your members hip was a member of the faculty at Harvard 
University ? 

(At this point Mr. Singer conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Sincer. Yes; I feel I could tell you that, sir. 

Mr. Movtprer. The person who solicited your affiliation and mem- 
bership was a member of the faculty ? 

Mr. Stncer. Was on the staff of Harvard University. 

Mr. Vevpr. At this point, gentlemen, it is apparent that we are 
going to have a series of rollcalls on the floor and it will be impossible 
to continue this hearing today. Now, would it inconvenience the wit 
ness too ere: atly to return tomorrow at 10 o’clock ? 

Mr. Stncer. Well, it would, but I could remain. 

Mr. Vevpr. Of course, it is always an inconvenience. It is an in- 
convenience to us sometimes, too, and I suppose we will have to insist 
on your return at 10 o’clock tomorrow. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And might we leave it also that we will meet at that 
time unless he is advised to the contrary by counsel? Something might 
come up today on the floor that might make it inconvenient for us to 
return tomorrow at 10 o’clock. 

Mr. Vexpr. Surely. We will recess at this time until 10 o’clock 
tomorrow morning in this same room. 

(Whereupon, at 11:16 a. m., the hearing was adjourned until 10 
a. m., Wednesday, May 27, 1953.) 
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Unitep States House or RepresENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
Un-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D.C. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to recess, at 10:15 a. m., in the caucus room, room 362, 
Old House Office Building, Hon. Harold H. Velde (chairman) pre- 
siding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde 
(chairman), Kit Clardy, Francis E. Walter (appearance noted in 
transcript), and Clyde Doyle. 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; George E. 
Cooper, investigator; and Thomas W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk. 

Mr. Vetpr. The committee will come to order. 

Let the record show, Mr. Reporter, that the chairman has appointed 
Mr. Clardy, Mr. Doyle, and myself as chairman of a subcommittee 
for the purposes of this continued hearing. 

Is the witness here ¢ 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Singer. 


TESTIMONY OF MARCUS SINGER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
DANIEL A. POLLITT—Resumed 


Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Singer, you were asked yesterday who invited 
you to become a member of this group. Your answer was that you 
would rather not answer. Now, I want to get that definitely on the 
record. Are you refusing to answer that question ? 

Mr. Stncer. I would rather not answer that, sir, in honor and 
conscel1ence., 

Mr. Cuarpy. I can’t hear you, Mr. Singer. 

Mr. Srvcer. I would rather not answer. I prefer not to answer 
that, in honor and conscience, sir, and—— 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you 

Mr. Srncer (continuing). For the reasons of incrimination, as I 
stated yesterday. 

Mr. Kunzic. All right. It is a question of English now. Are you 
refusing to answer the question on the grounds of the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Stncer. For that and honor and conscience, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. And you are refusing to answer; is that correct ? 
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Mr. Srncer. I prefer not. 

At this point Mr. Singer conferred with Mr. Pollitt. ) 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you refusing to answer ¢ 

Mr. Stncer. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, you stated yesterday that the growing inter- 

\ational situation worried you worse than anything. I am quoting: 
“TI his worried me worse than anything.’ 

Now, I want to ask you this: In 1940, when you were worried about 
this international situation, Germany and Russia were allies. How 
did you rationalize that fact in your interest in communism ? 

Mr. Srncer. Well, sir, that, to me, was an immateriality, since I 
knew and I felt very strongly that both Russia and Germany would 
be at war. Hitler had stated that repeatedly and the other maneuvers 
we ms in my estimation, just to clear the way. 

nd I think that I was right as things occurred, but, as I saw it, 
Pee seemed like the brewing struggle and the rest did not seem 
material—— 

Mr. Kunzic. So when many—— 

Mr. Sincer (continuing). And I didn’t— 

Well—— 

Mr. Kunzinc. So when many Communists left the group or lost 
their interests in communism due to Russia’s alliance with Germany, 
you didn’t leave; you stayed an interested Communist; is that right? 

Mr. Stncer. Russia’s alliance—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. I can’t hear you, Witness. 

Mr. Sincer. Russia’s alliance with Germany—— 

That was in 1939, wasn’t it, sir? 

Mr. Kunzic. And it lasted until 1941. 

Mr. Stncer. Until they were at war! 

Mr. Kunzic. That’s correct. 

Mr. Stncer. And my joining this group was in 1940 or 1941, sir. 


It was app se a year or a year and a half. I don’t recollect 
the precise dates of the pact betwen the noch countries, but certainly 
in my cha in the interim, time must have played an important 
role. 


The thing which I think I stated yesterday, and which I felt was 
very important in my own mood and my own mind at the time, was 
the terrible depression I felt when France fell, which I think was about 
the middle of 1940. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. June 1940—June 17, I believe. 

Mr. Sincer. June 1940. 

And if you remember the news dispatches, and so on, the invinci- 
bility of the Germans—they had extraordinary gases that paralyzed 
the nerves—and that they walked over the fortifications, and so on. 
of France—the so-called invincible fortifications of France. 

I am trying to recapture some of this mood and it is difficult in 
retrospect. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know a Robert G. Davis? 

Mr. Stncer. No; I’m fairly sure that I never met Robert G. Davis. 

Mr. Crarpy. The question was not whether you met him, but 
whether you knew him at all. 

Mr. Stncer. I’ve read about him, sir, but I’m sure I never knew him. 

Mr. Kunzic. You knew about him, then ? 

Mr. Stncer. I knew about him. 


COMMUNIST METHODS OF INFILTRATION (EDUCATION) 1549 


Mr. Kunzic. Did you know him as a Communist? 
Mr. Stncer. Sir, I’ve stated my reasons- 
Mr. Kunzic. Are you refusing—— 

Mr. Sincer (continuing). For declining. 

Mr. Kunzic. You decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment; is that correct ? 

Mr. Stncer. On the grounds of honor and conscience and the fifth 
amendment, which I stated before, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know, while you were at MIT, Wendell H. 
Furry ? 

Mr. Stncer. I was never at MIT. 

Mr. Kunzic. I’m sorry. I meant to say at Harvard. While you 
were at Harvard, did you know Wendell H. Furry ? 

Mr. Stncer. Yes; I knew Wendell H. Furry. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Wendell H. Furry as a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Srncer. I decline again, sir, on the grounds 

Mr. Kunzic. On the same grounds? 

Mr. Stncer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. All right. 

Did you know Isador Amdur—A-m-d-u-r? 

Mr. Stncer. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you know Isador Amdur as a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Stncer. Again, sir, I give the same answer. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Norman Levinson ? 

Mr. Srncer. Yes; I knew him. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Norman Levinson as a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Sincer. Again, sir, I give the same answer. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you know Ballis Edwin Blaisdell—B-l-a-i-s- 
d-e-]-]? 

Mr. Stncer. I do not think, sir, I knew Mr. Blaisdell. 

Mr. Kounzic. Well, did you know him? 

Mr. Sincer. I don’t think I know him. It’s a question of a name 
and a face. If you had a picture, perhaps I could say—yes; I knew 
him—but, at most, if I did know him, or recognized him from a face, 
it would be a person that I knew perhaps very casually; but I think I 
never knew him. 

Mr. Kunzia. I see. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Counsel, would you suspend just a minute ? 

We would like to confer with you. 

(At this point the committee members conferred with Mr. Kunzig.) 

(At this point Mr. Singer conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you know a John H. Reynolds? 

Mr. Sincer. I knew, sir, John H. Reynolds. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Stncer. Again, sir, I answer the same way. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you know Dirk 

Mr. Vevpr. Just a minute. 

You answer the same way ? 

Mr. Srncer. Yes. 

Mr. Vetpe. You decline to answer ? 
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Mr. Srncer. Yes. 

Mr. Kunze. I think the record will show clearly that in all these 
answers he is declining to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Do I understand that ‘ 

Mr. Srncer. And honor and conscience, sir. 

Mr. Crarpy. I can’t hear you. I can’t hear what you add to that 
each time. 

Mr. Sincer. And honor and conscience. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Honor and conscience ? 

Mr. Stncer. Yes; I feel extremely strong about it. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know a Dirk Struik—S-t-r-u-i-k ¢ 

Mr. Stncer. Yes: I knew him. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Dirk Struik to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Srncer. I decline again, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know William Ted Martin? 

Mr. Stncer. Yes; I knew him. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Srncer. I decline again, sir. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you know Lawrence Arguimbau ? 

Mr. Srncer. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party / 

Mr. Stncer. I decline again, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Israel Halperin—— 

Mr. Stncer. No; I never—— 

Mr. Kuwnzie (continuing). H-a-l-p-e-r-i-n ? 

Mr. Stncer. I have heard of him, sir, but I do not know—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. You knew of his record, I take it? 

Mr. Srvcer. I have read in the paper, sir, about—— 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, I am talking about back as of the time we are 
discussing your acquaintance with these others. You knew of his 
activities and of his record as of that time, did you not? 

Mr. Srycer. No; at that time I am sure, sir, I didn’t. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You hadn’t heard of him until the hearings going on 
here ? 

Mr. Stncer. I heard of him in—perhaps the middle of the forty’s, at 
alatertime. There was some “ ident. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you know Israel Halperin at any time to be a 
member yates ommunist Party? 

Mr. Srncer. I did not—I did not know him, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Then, you didn’t know him at any time to be a member 
of the Communist Party / 

(At this point Mr. Singer conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Stncer. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know William T. Parry—P-a-r-r-y? 

Mr. Stncer. No, siz 

Mr. Kunzic. You never knew a William T. Parry? 

Mr. Stncer. No; I’ve read about him in the paper recently, but I 
did not know him. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know a Helen Deane Markham? 

Mr. Stncer. Yes; I know a Helen Deane Markham. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Helen Deane Markham to be a member 
of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Sincer. I decline again, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know at any time a Dr. Philip Morrison— 
Il believe at Cornell University ? 

Mr. Singer. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. You did know Dr. Philip Morrison ¢ 

Mr. Stncer. I know him now. 

Mr. Kunzie. You do know him today ? 

Mr. Stncer. Yes. I met him when I came to Cornell. 

Mr. Kunze. Do you know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party ! 

Mr. Srncer. I do not know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party. I do not know him to be. = 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, these people we have mentioned up to this time— 
Robert G. Davis, Wendell H. Furry, Isador Amdur, Norman Levin 
son, John H. Reynolds, Dirk Struik, William Ted Martin, Lawrence 
Arguimbau, and Helen Deane Markham—did they attend these meet- 
Ings to which you testified yesterday ? 

Mr. Sincer. Sir, I decline again on the grounds which I have 
already stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. All right. I am going to take them individually for 
the purpose of this record. 

Did Robert G. Davis attend these meetings to which you testified 
yesterday ¢ 

Mr. Stncer. I said I did not know Robert Davis. 

Mr. Kunzic. You don’t know Robert Davis at all? 

Mr. Stncer. No: I’ve read—— 

Mr. Kunzie. All right. 

Mr. Srncer (continuing). About Robert Davis. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did Wendell H. Furry attend these Communist meet 
ings you testified about yesterday ¢ 

Mr. Srncer. Sir, I decline. 

Mr. Criarpy. May I put it another way, Counsel: Did he attend 
any one of the meetings ? 

Mr. Srncer. I decline, sir. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did Isador Amdur attend any one of these meetings 
to which you testified yesterday / 

Mr. Srncer. Again, sir, I decline. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did Norman Levinson attend any one of these Com 
munist meetings to which you testified yesterday ? 

Mr. Srncer. Again, I decline. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Did John H. Reynolds attend any one of these Com- 
munist meetings to which you testified yesterday ¢ 

Mr. Stnoer. Again, sir, I decline. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did Dirk Struik attend any one of these Communist 
meetings to which you testified yesterday ? 

Mr. Sincer. Again, I decline for the reasons I have said. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did William Ted Martin attend any one of these Com- 
munist meetings to which you testified yesterday ? 

Mr. Srncer. Again I decline, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did Lawrence Arguimbau attend any one of these 
Communist meetings to which you testified yesterday ? 

Mr. Stncer. Same answer, sir. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Did Helen Deane Markham attend any one of these 
Communist meetings to which you testified yesterday ? 
Mr. Sincer. Again, sir, I decline. 
Mr. Kuwzic. I request, sir, that the witness be directed to answer 
that series of questions, as they are completely pertinent and relevant 
to the matter before this committee. 
Mr. Vetpe. Yes. Again I want to say to the witness that, under the 
oblig: ations imposed upon us by the House of Representatives and the 
duty we have, it is very necessary that, if we are to carry out these 
duties, the witnesses we bring be oe this committee not only answer 
as to their own affiliation with the Communist Party or any other 
subversive group but also tell about the operations of that particular 
group, tell who were members, and so forth. 
I know you are repre sented by ab le cou nsel, and I hope you will 
realize there is a possibility that you will be cited for contempt of this 
committee and contempt of Congress. 

searing that in mind, the Chair feels that these questions put to you 
by counsel, which you declined to answer, are pertinent to this com- 
mittee’s work; and, therefore, I direct you to answer these questions. 

Mr. Sincer. Sir—— 

(At this point Mr. Singer conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Srincer (continuing). I am prepared to speak fully about my- 
self, as I did yesterday, and tell you everything about myself, waiving 
my right to my own opinions, past or present, in honesty and sin- 
cerely; but I could never, sir, in honor and conscience, trade someone’s 

‘areer for my own, come what may, and I wish to restate my position : 
That, in honor and conscience, I just cannot, and also for fear of 
incrimination—— 

Mr. VELDE. Well, let me say 

Mr. Srncer (continuing). On advice of counsel, sir. 

Mr. Verpr. Let me say, as far as trading your career or trading 
anybody else’s career, to satisfy us, or answer tl ie questions put to you, 
we are not interested in any way whi itsoever in interfering with your 
occupation or that of any other witness who has come before this com- 
mittee, or the right and eivibene of having a job at a great uni- 
versity. 

{ Representative Francis E. Walter e1 tered the hearing room at this 
pol De 
Mr. Veipe. We are o1 ly intere sted in obtaining facts relative to the 
operations of subversive activities in this country, and in particular 

elative to the operations of th .e Communist P arty, past and present. 

I think that you know and this committee certainly does—that 
witness who has come before this committee and answered questions 
truthfully has ever been incriminated by this committee: and, further 
than that, ] k ow of no one who has suffered any loss of employment 
by reason of his cooperation or his testimony concerning subversive 
activities in this ec ountry. 

Mr. Stncer. I appreciate very much the position of the committee 
ind the rights of the committee to investigate, and it’s a position 
which I honor, sir: and, for myself, I will state emphatically if ever 
I encounter subversion among anyone, irrespective of whether they 
are my colleagues, I will gladly report it. It’s my duty, I feel, to re- 
port it; but we were not subversive, sir. We didn’t follow any slavist 
policy. We were intellectuals. We were scholars. We were pur- 
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suing a right, as we thought it. and if we are disinterested at the mon 
ment, at the present time, it merely —— 
Mr. Vrevpr. The committee realizes—I am speaki no for mvself pri- 


marily, but I think the other members of the committee realize you 
thought you at that time were hot encaged in any subvers ve activities: 
but it so happens now this committee is attempting to determine the 
nature of those activities in order to determine whether or not they 
were subversive and have been subversive for a long time 


Mr. SinGER. | appreciate 


Mr. VELDI (continu ing’). And it is for that reason we are asking 
vou these qu tions 

Mr. Srncer. | appreciate that. very well, sir, and I have spoken 
about my feelings. I have tried to project myself back into a world 
which was different than it is now. I have completely Bieienditated 

self fi hose activities. : lI havee ressed t] L have n 
hivselt trom those activitl anne have expressed that. have no in 
terest in those activities at all, but as I look back on them I give Vol 


my honest evaluation. 

I do not feel remorse of those things. Perhaps it was a stage in my 
own development. Perhaps it was a certain need. Perhaps it was 
a question of Inquisitiven Ss, In part. 

Mr. Vexpe. That is just exactly what this committee is trying to 
find out, Dr. Singer—— 

Mr. Srncer. Yes. 

Mr. Vector (continuing). And if you would answer these questions, 
it would help us a lot in determining how the Communist Party op- 
erated and how they were able to infiltrate almost every phase of our 
American life. 

Mr. Sincer. I describe that according to my feelings, and I am 
prepared to continue, sir, even on opinions, on various things; but ] 
Just fee] —— 

Mr. Vetpr. We are not too much interested in opinions. We are 
interested in facts. 

Mr. Srncer. I feel, sir—— 

Mr. Vetpr. The questions asked you-—— 

Mr. Stncrer. I feel—— 

Mr. VELpDr ee: By Counsel are questions of fact. 

Mr. Srncer. Well, sir, I just feel I could not possibly work in my 
laboratory again. It’s ie that I’m hiding something. It’s—it’s like 
the end of a rope, in many ways. It’s a basic feeling, sir, and I just 
cannot 

Mr. Ciarvy. May I suggest— 

Mr. Stncer (continuing). Change my position. 

Mr. Crarpy (continuing). Since you have directed the witness to 
answer the questions it would probably be well, in view of that direc 
tion, if Counsel would again ask him either singly or collectively as to 
whether or not those members attended any single meeting. In other 
words, I think they should be repeated now that the direction of the 
Chair has been given so this record may be clear. 

Mr. Vewtpor. Well, I think the record is clear enough with reference to 
his refusal to answer rel: itive to those people he knew. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Maybe we could get at it this way: Witness, do I under 
stand your refusal to answer to be that vou would refuse to respond 
to any question dealing with the identification of any of these who 
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have been named as members of the group or meetings that you 
attended ? 

You are just making a blanket denial and refusal to answer any 
questions along that line? 

Mr. Srncer. Yes; on the grounds which I have stated, sir. 

Mr. Criarpy. Yes; I understand what you have stated, but your 
refusal is a blanket refusal ? 

Mr. Sincer. Yes; I—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, that will shorten it up a little bit. 

I think you are ill-advised, especially in view of what happened 
at the Rumanian Embassy yesterday, sir, and I think you should 
reconsider your position and assist this committee in exposing to the 
light of day every bit of information that you have. 

That is all I have, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Water. Well, may I remind the witness of this: We are not 
interested in the names of the people as such. We are interested in 
learning about the ramifications of this conspiracy so that we might 
be in a position to recommend to the Congress of the United States 
remedial legislation. 

Mr. Srncer. Yes. 

Mr. Waurer. The fact that names enter into this is purely incidental. 

Mr. Srncer. Well, sir, that’s in part a feeling of mine, and I answered 
along those lines, sir, and Iam prepared to go on—— 

Mr. Water. No, but you—— 

Mr. Srncer. About myself, sir. 

ae WALTER (continuing). You see, in light of what I say, what you 

actually doing is impeding this committee in its attempts to devise 
the kind of legislation that will afford some degree of security and 
protection to the United States. 

We don’t care who these people were as individuals. We want to 
know what they did, and where they are now. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ad | this suggestion 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte (continuing). In view of that very appropriate observa- 
tion by Mr. Walter: Under Public Law 601 we are assigned to make 
a study of the extent—of the extent—of subversive activities. 

Now, calling that language to your attention, I feel it would make it 
clear to you as a distinguished educator that that is one additional 
reason why we are anxious to find, and we are duty-bound to find under 
the law, the number of people in these groups and how they func- 
tioned, what they did, as members of the Communist Party, or as Com- 
munists who were not members of the Communist Party; and I am 
sure we are all trying to make that perfectly clear to you 

Mr. Srncer. Yes. 

Mr. Doyie (continuing). Not to have you do something which your 
conscience wouldn’t in honor allow you to do, but to try to get your 
help, sir 

Mr. Stncer. Yes; I would like 

Mr. Dorie (continuing). In our study. 

Mr. Stncer. I would like to tell you about myself, my impressions, 
my understanding, as I did yesterday, and continue on that line, sir; 
but I just 

Mr. Dove. May I ask just this one more question, Mr. Chairman, 
because I wasn’t here yesterday in committee meeting and didn’t have 
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the benefit of hearing the testimony yesterday: Do I understand the 
situation correctly that you, on yesterday, and again today, state 
frankly that you are a Communist ? 

Mr. Srincer. Were. 

Mr. Dorie. That you were a Communist ? 

Mr. Stncer. Yes. 

Mr. Dorie. But you didn’t state yesterday or today whether or not 
you were a member of the Communist Party. Is there a difference in 
your position ¢ 

Mr. Criarpvy. Mr. Doyle, may I suggest something before the witness 
answers ¢ 

Mr. Vetpe. Not- 

Mr. Ciarpy. The record is pretty clear, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Just a minute. 

(At this point the committee members and Mr. Kunzig conferred. ) 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, I understand that this line of question- 
ing which I started was gone through yesterday. The House was in 
session; I was there. 

Mr. Criarpy. I could have told you that a long time ago. 

Mr. Dorie. The House of Representatives meets at 11 o'clock this 
morning instead of 12. So, I will withdraw my question. 

Mr. Kunzic. May I continue, sir? 

Mr. Veuve. Proceed. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now, Dr. Singer, you testified yesterday at these meet 
ings there were only 7 or 8 people, maximum, and in the total group 
over a period of meetings there weren’t more than about 14 or 15 
people. 

Mr. Singer. Yes; I hazard 

Mr. Kunzic. That is correct; is it not? 

Mr. Sincer (continuing). A guess, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. That is relatively correct ? 

Mr. Sincer. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Therefore, it would not be difficult for you, with such 
a small number of people, to recollect their names if you wanted to give 
them here today; would it? 

Mr. Stncer. Well, I think in part, yes: it would, because people, like 
myself, came and went. Those were the war years. Scientists—they’d 
come as instructors, something of that sort, then leave the university 
and go to another place—— 

Mr. Kunzic. But the sum total of names 

Mr. Srincer (continuing). And we didn’t worry about those, except 
those we knew. 

Mr. Kunzia. But the sum total of names never exceeded more than 
than 14 or 15 people that were in this Communist group; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Stncer. I do not think so. 

Mr. Kunzic. You do not think it exceeded more than 14 or 15? 

Mr. Stncer. I hazard a guess on it. That is my impression 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I ask you a question, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Stncer (continuing). As I look back on it. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarvy. When we adjourned yesterday—as you know, I went 
into this in considerable length—you had hi: id the suggestion put to 
you that the committee did want you to tell us whether any of these 
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people had attended the meeting. Now, during the interval since 
we adjourned yesterday morning “and this morning have you checked 
up on any information in writing or otherwise that you may have 
to refresh your recollection as to whether these people did or did 
not attend meetings? 

Mr. Srncer. I checked up in the interim on my feeling, basic feel- 
ing, sir, about the questions that you asked me; and that’s what I 
think I devoted most of my time. The rest of the time I tried to 
rest. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, there isn’t any doubt about the fact if you were 
willing to answer you could tell us, clearly and distinctly, whether 
any one or all of these people attended any of the meetings? ‘That 
is a fact as of this time, isn’t it ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Singer conferred with Mr. Pollitt. ) 

Mr. Srncer. Yes. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were these other people who attended these meetings 
professors or on the teaching staff of either Harvard or MIT? 

Mr. Srncer. As I recollect, these people, sir, they were professionals, 
like myself, associated with the universities. 

Mr. Kunzic. In the teaching capacity ? 

Mr. Srncer. In some capacity with the university. 

Mr. Kunzic. Harvard and MIT? 

Mr. Srncer. Harvard and MIT. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, in addition to the names that I have already 
asked you about this morning, were there any other names of any 
other people whom you recollect who attended these Communist meet- 
ings with you? 

Mr. Srncer. I decline, sir, on the grounds—— 

Mr. Kt wzia. Did you ever work on a Government project ? 

Mr. Srncer. Well, I was at the medical school and employed by the 
medical school. 

Mr. Kunzic. What year was that? 

Mr. Srncer. That was—I was at the medical school for a long 
period. 

Mr. Kunzie. Yes. 

Mr. Srncer. As I pointed out to you, from 42 until 51, and during 
the war years I worked part time in my research on a project on 
blood, on blood plasma, and the fr: actionation of blood plasma at 
Harvard Medical School, and as I understand it part of my salary, 
approximately half, was paid by way of that project, and I was—— 

Mr. Kunzic. From the Federal Government ? 

Mr. Srncer. Office of Scientific Research and Development—— 

Mr. Kunzie. Paid—— 

Mr. SING ER (continuing). From which I received a citation for my 
work. So, I presume the pay came a. that—either that or other 
funds wai h supported the department. I didn’t go into that. 

Mr. Kunzic. Government funds? 

Mr. a Either Government funds or perhaps Rockefeller funds 
supported that blood-plasma project. 

I hada spec ific job to per form. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you know whether that job was classified or 
unclassified % 
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Mr. Sincer. That project was classified, and some of the research 
which I did in relation to it was released during the time of the war, 
and indeed, I published it, with permission, in a paper which came 
out in 1945 in the Journal of Neurosurgery. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Dr. Singer, since this is during the war years, 
voing back to your testimony yesterday, that meant you worked on this 
classified project at a time when you considered yourself a Communist ¢ 

Mr. Sincer. Yes, sir. 

Through this period there were very loose associations during the 
war, but-—— 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever asked by the college as to whether you 
were a Communist 

Mr. Sincer. No. 

Mr. Kunzia (continuing). Prior to working on this classified work ? 

Mr. Srincer. No. 

Mr. Ky NZIG. Were you ever asked by any Federal authorities or 
investigators as to whether you were a Communist 

Mr. Srincer. No. 

Mr. Kunzie (continuing). Prior to working on this classified work ? 

Mr. Singer. No: I have no recollection of that. I feel fairly certain 
not. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know whether you were ever cleared to work 
for classified work ¢ 

Mr. SINGER. | must have been cleared to work for classified work. 
I presume that’s the nature ot the classified work. 

Mr. Kunzia. But nobody ever asked you any questions ? 

Mr. Sincer. The only thine IL remember in connection with that 
was a form whose character I don’t recollect that I signed. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you state on that form that you signed that you 
were a Communist ? 

Mr. Stncer. No; I did not. 

Mr. Kunzig. Do you recall whether you were asked whether you 
were a Communist ¢ 

Mr. Srncer. I do not think I was asked that at any time. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you required to take any oath as to whether 
you were a Communist ? 
~ Mr. Srncer. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Professor Singer, will you tell this committee briefly 
your \ lewpolnt on whether a Communist today Is qualified to teach 
school or in the colleges of this Nation 

Mr. Sincer. From my 

Mr. Kuwnzia (continuing). From your experience ? 

Mr. Singer. Based on—— 

Mr. Kunzic. Your own personal experience. 

Mr. Sincer. And my associations! 

Mr. Kunzig. Your associations with Communists. 

Mr. Stncer. I feel honestly I think anyone who is irrespective 
of his political opinions, if he is a good teacher and a good scholar 
and pe rforms his cut V. should be permitted to teach. 

Mr. Charpy. You mean an active Communist today should be per 
mitted to teach today ? , 

Mr. Srncer. | feel that if he is a good teacher and a good scholat 
and doesn’t use his lecture platform to further his political views— 
that is the only way I could judge him, sir. 
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Mr. (CLARDY. Despite the fact that the Communists have ho free- 
dom, no academic freedom, in their thinking, you still would say that? 

Mr. Stncer. Sir, I’m going back into my feelings. 

Mr. Ciarpy. No, not going back into your ¢ xperlence—— 

Mr. Stncer. Well. [ am looking at myself—— 

Mr. Crarpy (continuing). Since we know today—— 
Mr. Stncer (continuing). Because that’s the only person really that 
I know best, is myself, and I cannot see a disparity in that reasoning. 

Mr. CLarpy. Do you not recognize the fact that today any active 
member of the Communist Party does not have freedom of thought? 

Mr. Srncer. I understand that, sir. 

Mr. Cuarpy. All right. Assuming that is the fact and forgetting 
your own p ist experience— 

Mr. Stncer. If a person 

Mr. Cuarpy. Excuse me just a minute. 

Mr. Srncer. Yes. 

Mr. Cuarpy. yivas you not agree, based on that, that a Communist 
is not worthy to teach our youth today é 

Mr. SINGER. on see, those I knew I feel were not unworthy to 
each; but if they slavishly followed a policy, if they are bound in 


¢ 


d scipline, rigidly, to a poli \ and devote their lives to a policy, they 
could not possibly be a 200d teacher. 
Mr. Crarpy. Well, if he is an active Communist—and I use the word 


active’—then he would be bound to the party line and should be 
disqualified, should he not? 

Mr. Srncer. If he undertakes this slavishness. I do not, myself, 
ay lieve that the mass ot Communists today even wol ild follow this. 
This is not spe vakine about the leaders, but I think if people sort of 
take a peek and look around, and if disinterested, disabused, what 
have you, leaving—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. You would trust a Communist, then. to teach our 
youth today and trust to chance that he wouldn’t slavishly follow the 
Communist Party line? Is that your attitude? 

Mr. Stncer. I would trust a person who performs his duties, his 
jobs, in adequate fashion. If he is going to teach, for example, like 
I do, anatomy, and he does a good job and teaches anatomy, accurately, 
if he doesn’t use his lecture podium as a platform for his politic: al 
views, if he doesn’t try, after school, to impose his philosophy in any 
shape or manner on his colleagues, or on his students, I do not see 
why—why not—why he shouldn’t teach. 

Mr. Crarpy. You would risk that, then # 

Mr. Srncer. I think our country can risk that, because I feel that 
the basic freedoms in our country have protected really our country, 
and I think when things are more—the more hope and freedom is 
allowed for this, that we have nothing really to fear. It’s no major 
movement, and never has gotten roots in our country, and I think 
it never will obtain roots in our country as long as our country is the 
greatest country as it has been, and strong and a free country. 

Mr. Kunzic. But it got you for a period of 5 years; is that correct? 

Mr. Srnerr. It got me for a period longer, but not—— 

Mr. Kunzic. How long? 

Mr. Srncer (continuing). In thesen se that you say it got me, sir. 
I never followed anything slavishly. I conside red myself a Marxian, 


COMMUNIST METHODS OF INFILTRATION (EDUCATION) 1559 


studied this philos op! iy. I was interested in it. I supported it. I 
identified myself with it, as I spoke to you freel v yesterday. 

a Kunzic. And you were interested, as you also testified, in mak- 

ie it work practically, in addition to just studying? 

"ie: Srncer. In what wi ay, sir? 

Mr. Kunzia. Well, you testified it wasn’t just studying, but it was 
practical 

Mr. Stncer. Try to apply it. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Yes. 

Mr. Sincer. Try to apply a philosophy. When you take a system 
ot philosophy, you try to see how does it work in relation to things. 
You reject things. Certain other things intrigue you at the moment. 
At a later time they do not intrigue you. Some of these things pass 
you by and you forget about them. ‘You m: Ly be disinterested. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now, you know today the Communist Party is an 
organization, a conspiracy, to overthrow this Government, don’t you? 

Mr. Stncer. Yes; I know—— 

Mr. Kunzie. Do you know that today ? 

Mr. Stncer. Yes: I know about the Smith Act, and—— 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, at the time that you were connected with this 
group you tes stified yesterday that you paid money to support this 
eroup, did you not? 

Mr. Sincer. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. You contributed ? 

(At this point Mr. Singer conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Srncer. I contributed money. I don’t remember paying the 
dues as such. 

Mr. Kunzic. But you contributed money ? 

Mr. Srncer. I contributed money. 

(At this point Mr. Singer conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Stncer. I contributed money. I contributed on the basis of 
drives, sir, for example, to support the Worker, which was always 
in—— 

Mr. Kunzie. The Daily Worker, you mean? 

Mr. Sincer. The Daily Worker 

Mr. Kunzia. Yes. 

Mr. Srncer. Or the Sunday Worker, which was chronically in 
arrears. I supported that, feeling strongly toward supporting it, 
sir. 

Mr. Kunze. And this was in a period in which the Smith Act 
was in effect, isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. Stncer. Well—— 

Mr. Kunzic. Well, it was. 

Mr. Stncrer. I mean—— 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know the Smith Act was in effect? 

Mr. Sincer. When was the Smith Act 

(At this point Mr. Singer conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Kunzie. 1940. 

Mr. Sincer. 1940. 

What I knew, sir, is that we were going in the same direction, 
8 oe ee all in the same war together, and that’s why my interest 
fell at that—— 
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Mr. Kunzic. We weren't in the same war in 1940 when you began 
In connection with this Communist group. At that time Russia 


was allied with Germany, whom we were almost ready to hieht. 
Mr. Sincer. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Kunzic. Did that matter to you at that time / 


Mr. SINGER. I told vo bout my fee ling that J was sure— | was 
certain—here in the Unit States we were arming for that eventual- 
it *we werea id of ttack Dv Germany ourse] eS 

Mr. Kuwnzic. What about Russia’s attack on Finland, which oc- 
curred about that same period of time’ Did that concern you! 


Mr. Sincer. Yes: that concerned me. 
Mr. Kunzia. That did ¢ 
Mr. Sincer. Yes 


M INUNZIG. But \ Ciil We uned a mem r of the Communist 


Y i 

Mi SINGER. ( id VO Cl if e a eS ( hat, Sil 

Ni : Kt NZIG. L bel ve \ }u rior to vour tin of ye inl ir the 
Oo . but vou 10 i ti rroup and ived a member of it in spite 
Ot t I Misi Wal 

Mr. Sincer. I felt the [ haven't thought about tha e things for 
vears I must have felt, in t \ ng to analyze niy feelings about tl IS, 

) Ih \ of these tl { thie hi 10 } We t deter) ine the 
whole werld situation qa th l Il powel ive sort OT swamped out; 
br I on't rec leet el url i i 

Mr. Veuve. Now, you say, Dr, Singer, that you contributed to the 
Communist Party and its various organizations, such as the New 


York Daily Worker. Could vou tell us how much you contributed ? 
M Sincer. Well. sir, I could not contribute vers much because, 


fi ( all, | was a Sl i the time, and then ] was a young in- 

( Mo salary wa xtremely LOW und wl itevel | may have 

eontributed might have been in—a 50 cents or a dollar, or something 
of that ort. It couldn't pe sibly have been unvthing more. 

\] VELDE. Well, ould voi oly Ss any estimat of the amount 

{ t vou contributed to wl vou considered to be Communist causes ? 


Mr. Sincer. Well. you mean a total estimate ? 

fr. Vetpe. Yes. | 

Mr. Stncer. I couldn’t possibly. 

How could one do it? 

[It doesn’t matter. After all, the limitation was my salary, and 
the drives for these things were irksome in that sense, and I just 
couldn’t possibly have contributed very much—but a dollar here, 
or 50 cents there, on occasion. 

Mr. Veiner. Well, would you say it would be as much as $100? 

Mr. Stncer. Perhaps over the years, 

Mr. Cuarpy. You contributed as much as vou could, considering 
the nature of your financial status, I take it ? 

Mr. Stncer. Yes; and my interest. 

Mr. Waxrer. I would like to ask a question. 

Do tor, in response to a q iestion by counsel, “Do you know com- 
munism is a conspiracy to overthrow the (sovernment of the United 
States?” you said, “I know about the Smith Act.” 

Am I to understand from that that you believe this is a conspiracy 
only because the Congress of the United States had said that it is a 
conspiracy to overthrow the Government ? 
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Mr. Stncer. Look, sir, I’m certainly not a legal expert and I 
haven’t 

Mr. Watter. Don’t you know that as a fact ? 

Mr. Srncer. Just what I read, you see, is my understanding. It’s 
been judged assuch. I’ve disassoe iated myse lf Paso it com} plete ly for 
these reasons and for the reasons which I stated y veste rday. 

Mr. Water. But I am not interested in that at all. 

Mr. Stncer. Yes. 

Mr. Watrer. I want to know whether, as a fact, you believe that 
communism is a conspir icy to ove rthrow the Government. 

Mr. Srvcer. That’s what they’ve jailed the le: ade ‘rs on; yes. 

Mr. Water. Don’t you agree that is what it is? 

Mr. Sincer. That in the long-range viewpoint, yes; but I, in myself, 
projecting myself back, and my feelings, we did not conspire. We 
did not do anything subversive, or anything of that sort. Maybe 
people would call us foolish for even reading the literature on the 
thing, but I can’t even feel remorse on that level in looking back. 
It was—— 

Mr. Water. Yes; I understand that, but what I am interested in 
is the present, not your immature conclusions as a student. Do you 
believe that now communism is a conspiracy to overthrow the Gov- 
ernment ¢ 

Mr. Stncer. I don’t know. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What is your answer? 

Mr. Srncer. I accept that, sir. 

Mr. Water. And not because of the Smith Act, but you believe as 
a matter of fact it is a conspiracy ? 

Mr. Srncer. It is this great international situation which—— 

Mr. Vetpe. Are you through? 

Mr. Water. Yes. 

Thank you. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Vexwpr. Well, in view of that, wouldn’t your conscience allow 
you, in view of the last statement you made, admitting your feeling 
that the Communist Party was a conspir cy to ove throw this form 
of government, to answer the questions put to you by counsel and 
members of this committee ? 

Mr. Srncer. Sir—— 

Mr. Verpr. In order that we might find some effective way of com- 
bating and fighting this conspiraey—— 

Mr. Srncer. I’m telling you—— 

Mr. Veuve (continuing). Wouldn’t your conscience permit you to 
answer the questions? 

Mr. Stncer. I’m telling you of my feelings. My conscience de 
mands that anyone I know of who is subversive or has bee n subversive 
should be reported, and I state that frankly. That’s my full feeling. 
There is no reservation on it. 

But this was not subversion. I partic ipated in this, sir. I analyzed 
it. It just wasn’t. It wasn’t a conspiracy. We didn’t follow slav ishly 
this type of doctrine. We were inte ‘rested., I -erhaps you could eall 
it a scholarly interest or not on this. It was an attraction. Perhaps 
it was a need on our part. 

Mr. Crarvy. Mr. Chairman—— 
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Mr. Vexpe. Well, Mr. Witness, J agree with you, as I have said 
before, that you probably felt that way; but I am satisfied, too, that 
the Government of the United States ; has, through its courts and 
through its committees of Congress— 

Mr. Srncer. Yes. 

Mr. Vevpre (continuing). And through its legislative bodies, has 


determined that it has been a ce nspir: cy in the past. 
No in view of that determination Dy your own Government 
Mr. SINGER. My _ y 
\t this point Mr. Singer conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr VELDI (contin ng). Will you not answer the questions SO 
that we n ight be able to ascertain facts, more facts, about this con- 
spirac) in order that we might recomm«s nd— 

Mr. Sincer. In my feeling — 

Mr. Veup1 (continulng }). Legisl tion to combat it 2 

Mr. Srncer. In my feelings, sir, my feelings have paralled Lie 
Government’ I have disassociated myself completely from this. I 
do not associate myself with the concepts of this at all. The nature 


] 


of the times has demanded that from me, and I have responded to 
that— 

Mr. Vevtpr. Well, Mr. Witness— 

Mr. Stncer (continuing). But I cannot change. 

Mr. Ve_pr (continuing). I realize you don’t think at the present 
time it has been a ce nspiracy 

Mr. Srncer. Yes. 

Mr. VELDI (continuing). But in w of the fact your own Gov- 
ernment has determined it to be not only a conspiracy at the present 
time, but it has been a conspiracy for a od I long while, don’t you 
feel you owe it to your Government to te as bout the things you 


were ¢ ngaged in 

Mr. Srncer. I am. 

Mr. Veupr (continuing). And the people engaged in it with you? 

Mr. Srncer. I am telling you about the things I was engaged in— 
was engaged in, sir-—and my opinions and views on it, and I am telling 
you there was no subversion. It was not. Otherwise, I would—— 

Mr. Vetpr. Was Wendell H. Furry engaged in those activities with 
you? 

Mr. Stncer. Sir, I have already answered. 

Vetpe. No. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You’ve declined to answer. 

Mr. Veiner. No; you declin ed to answer. 

Mr. Stncer. Yes; I declined to answer. 

Mr. VELDE. Let’s gavet th straight. 

Mr. Stncer. I mean I am repeating my—— 

Mr. Vexpe. I want to ask you ag : Was Wendell Furry engaged 
in these activities that you have told : us about along with you? 

Mr. Sincer. Sir, I decline to answer that on the grounds which I’ve 
stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I make a statement ? 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, I can’t let you leave the stand without telling 
you this, as one individual member: You have placed your judgment 
above that of your Government and your Congress in deciding your- 


1 1 


self whether or not the Communist movement is a conspiracy and 
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all those who take any part in it are engaged in that conspiracy; and, 
so, I must tell you, as one Member, that 1 think you are in contempt 
of your Congress and of this committee, and ] shall do what I can 
wi n my power to see that you are cited for that contempt. 

. Vetpe. Mr. Walter. 

( ki this point Mr. Singer conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Stncer. We were autonomous. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I didn’t ask you a question, sir. 

Mr. Singer. We were—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. I made a statement so you would be apprised of my 
attitude toward you as a result of your attitude toward the Congress. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask a couple of questions ¢ 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. Because I was busy on other official matters yesterday, 
I wasn’t here to hear your testimony and perhaps this question was 
asked and answered yesterday: When did you stop meeting with this 
group, or about when did you stop meeting with the group, with 
which you identified yourself ¢ 

Mr. Suncer. Attending meetings of this sort, sir? 

Mr. Doyir. Yes. 

Mr. Srncer. Well, as I explained yesterday, from—during the post- 
war years my interests dwindled in this group for the reasons I stated. 

Mr. Dorie. May I interrupt? 

Mr. Sincer. Yes. 

Mr. Doyie. Don’t repeat the explanation. of yesterday. 

Mr. Srncer. Yes. 

Mr. Doyir. Jus: say about what year did you stop meeting. 

Mr. Stncer. I do not think I att nded, in my recollection, any meet- 
ings of this nature after 1948 or 1949. 

Mr. Dorie. Now, I will not ask you at this time at all for the names 
of the people that met with you, because you have been asked that 
several times in several ways, but when did the group stop meeting, 
if you know, if they ever did? 

Mr. Stncer. Well, I do not—I do not know 

Mr. Doyie. Well, approximately 

Mr. Srncer. Sir. if they ever did you see, I disassociated myself 
from these meetings. 

Mr. Dorie. Well 

Mr. Sincer. I wasn’t—— 

Mr. Dorie (continuing). Weren’t you there ¢ 

{r. SINGER. I wasn’t bound to attend the e meetings, I wasn’t 
under any discipline. 

Mr. Doyir. About how many were in the eroup to which you reft 
as having been members when you stopped meeting with it? 

Mr. Stncer. Well— 

Mr. Doyir. About how many? 

Mr. Sincer. I don’t—I don’t think, sir, there were many in that 
group—perhaps 4 or 5, or—— 

Mr. Dorie. And were there ever more than 4 or 5 in it during the 
time you met with it? 

Mr. Stncer. Well, I answered that question. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, just-—— 

Mr. Stncer. I answered that. 


Mr. Dorie. Just—— 
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Mr. Srnoer. Yes. 

Mr. Doyir. About how many more ¢ 

Mr. SINGER. There were more, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. About how many more? 

Mr. Sincer. I would say perhaps, on the average, 6 or 7 or 8 at 
one time. 

Mr. Doyir. And about how many different persons, to your know]l- 
in connection with the teaching or employment of the university 
e in it? About hoy many ditferent persons, to your personal 
knowledge ¢ 

Mr. Stncer. I hazard a 
that I would think about 1: t 

Mr. Dorie. All right. Thank you. 

Mr. Kunzic. I have nothing further, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veupe. Is there any reason why this witness should be con- 
tinued under subpena further, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I don’t know of any reason, sir. 

Mr. Veupe. If not. the witness is excused. 

The committee will stand in recess until further call of the Chair. 

(Whe reupon, at 11:11 a. m., the hearing was recessed. subject ty 


] 
eave 
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ruess on that, sir, which I repeated before, 


or so 


t 
{ 
] 
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all of the chairman. ) 


COMMUNIST METHODS OF INFILTRATION 
(Education —Part 5) 


THURSDAY, MAY 28, 1953 


Unirep Sratres Housr or RepreseNTATIVES 
CoMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, dD. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ? 


The Committee on Un-American Activities met, pursuant to call, 
at 10:30 a. m., in room 1501, House Office Building, Hon. Harold 
H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Re] resentatives Harold H. Velde 
(chairman), Kit Clardy, Gordon Scherer, Francis Walter, and Clyde 
Doyle. 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; George E. 
Cooper, investigator; Raphael I. Nixon; director of research; Thomas 
W. Beale, STes chief Cc lerk; and Dolores Anderson, re porte re 

Mr. Vetiver. The meeting will come to order. Let the record show 
that present are Mr. Clardy, Mr. Scherer, Mr. Walter, Mr. Doyle, 
and myself, Mr. Velde, chairman, being a quorum of the full 
committee. 

Mr. Counsel, do you have a witness ? 

Mr. Ktunzic. Yes, Professor Gelbart. Will you stand to be sworn, 
please ? 

Mr. Veutpr. Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about 
to give, to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 

help you God ? 

Dr. Getpart. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ABE GELBART, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
PAUL SHIPMAN ANDREWS 


Mr. Kunzic. I see you are accompanied by counsel. Will counsel 
please iden tify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Anprews. My name is Paul Shipman Andrews, executive di- 
rector of the Syracuse College of Law. Do you want anything fur 
ther about me? 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your address at the present time in the prac- 
tice of law ? 

Mr. Anprews. I have just finished a job as counselor in the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense, and have not yet opened an office, but 
am going in partnership in Syracuse, N. Y. My home address, at 

1 Released by the committee on June 15, 1953, in view of the controversy over identifi- 
cation of the witness as a member or former member of the Communist Party 
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which for a long while I will be, is Wolff Hollow, Onondaga Hill 
Post Office, via Syracuse, N. Y. 

Mr. Kr NZIG. Since you have not before appeared before this com- 
mittee, for a brief time I should like to inform you that you may at 
anytime confer with your client at this hearing, which is an executive 
session, as you see, but it is a traditional ruling of this committee 
that you may not speak publicly, or make any address before this 
committee. 

Mr. Anprews. Thank you. 

Mr. Kunzic. You do understand this? 

Mr. ANDRI WSs. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Crarpy. Will you advise him further that if he has any writ- 
ten motion he will be able to present it ? 

Mr. Anprews. May I ask what you mean by motion? 

Mr. C1 ARDY. Yes sir, a statement which vou would like to present. 

Mr. Anprews. Thank you. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Professor Gelbart, will you state your full name and 
address ? 

Dr. Getpart. As I commonly call myself? 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Yes. 

Dr. Getpart. Abe Gelbart, 108 Carlton Drive, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Mr. Kunzie. When and where were you born, sir? 

Dr. Getpart. I was born at Paterson, N. J., December 2, 1911. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you give the committee a résumé of your edu- 
eational background. please ? 

Dr. Getrarr. I went to the Paterson Grade School and High 
School. In 1935 I went to Dalhouser as a freshman and got my 
bachelor’s degree in 1938. 

Mr. Kunzic. That is in Nova Scotia? 

Dr. Geipart. Yes, Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Mr. Kunzic. Does that complete your educational background ? 

Dr. Getparr. No: I went in 1938 to the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and rec 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, would you give the committee a résumé of your 
empl yment background, please ? 

Dr. Gecrarr. From MIT I went to North Carolina State School 


eived my doctorate there. 


of Engineering. in Raleigh, N.C. That was from 1940 to 1942. The 

of 1941 I was research assistant at Brown University and there 
the war program was apply ing’ mathematics and theoretical mechan- 
ics. The summer of 1942 I was appointed as associate researcher. In 


December of 1942 I took a position with the National Advisory Com- 
mittee of Aeronautics. I remained there until July 1, 1943, when I 
became assistant professor at Syracuse University. I have been thera 
ince then. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your present status at the Syracuse Univer- 
sity ? 

Dr. Gersart. Associate professor of mathematics. 

Mr. Kunzic. When you were at Syracuse, did you know one Ted 
Martin? 

Dr. Geipart. I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was he head of your department there at that time? 

Dr. GeLBart. He was. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did he bring you to Syracuse University ? 
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Dr. Gersart. It was his letter of appointment that brought me 
there. Or it was, rather, his letter of invitation that resulted in my 
appointment at Syracuse. 

Mr. Kunzic. That is the same Ted Martin who testified before 
this committee a few weeks ago? 

Dr. Ge.part. I believe so. 

Mr. Kunzic. And who is now head of the mathematics department 
at MIT? 

Dr. Gretpart. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. William Ted Martin? 

Dr. Geipart. I believe so. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. In this period from 1938 to 1940, when you were at 
MIT, as you have just testified, did you know a Wendell H. Furry 
while you were at MIT? 

Dr. Getnarr. I knew the name. I believe I may have met him. 

Mr. Kunzic. How many times did you meet him, if you know? 

Dr. Getpart. I am not certain. I do not remember his face at this 
moment. I have no recollection of his face. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know a Robert G. Davis? 

Dr. Getpart. To the best of my knowledge I have never met the 
gentleman. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you know an Isadore Amdur? 

Dr. Gerrart. I did. 

Mr. Kunzia. You knew Isadore Amdur? 

Mr. Gerrart. I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Norman Levinson ? 

Dr. Getpart. I did. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. And you still know Norman Levinson at this time? 

Dr. Greteart. Yes; I still know him. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you know Ballis Edwin Blaisdell? 

Dr. Getnarr. I know the name, and have probably met him. I 
have no recollection of it, and don’t believe 1 would remember his 
face at this time. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you know John H. Reynolds? 

Dr. Getvarr. To the very best of my knowledge, I never met that 
gentleman. 

Mr. Kunzte. Did you know a Dirk Struik? 

Dr. Getpart. I did. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you know William Ted Martin at that time— 
1938 to 1940, when you were at MIT? 

Dr. Getpart. I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know a Lawrence Arguimbau? 

Dr. Getnart. I answer very sincerely—I do not believe that I ever 
met him. I certainly have no recollection of meeting him, 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you know Israel Halperin? 

Dr. Getpart. I did. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you know William T. Parry? 

Dr. Gecrart. To the best of my recollection, I never heard the name 
until I read it in the newspaper recently, and certainly never saw 
the man. 

Mr. Vetpe. Is that also true of Reynolds? 

Dr, Getpart. The first I read his name was when I read about 
him in the newspaper. No; I believe I read it first in the testimony. 
I never heard his name before. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Now, Professor Gelbart, while you were at MIT 
from 1938 to 1940, did you attend any meetings of a Marxist study 
group at the home of either Martin, Amdur, or any of that group I 
have mentioned here ? 

Dr. Ge.part. I very sincerely say that to the best of my recollection, 
and I have thought about it for some time, that I attended no such 
meetings. { 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you ever attend any meetings of a Communist 
Party group in the homes of any of those gentlemen whose names I 
have just mentioned ? 

Dr. Getpartr. To the very best of my recollection, I did not. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever attend any Communist Party meetings 

at any place during that period of time from 1938 to 1940 when 
vou were at MIT? 
' Dr. Gerparr. I remember only one. That was at a big public meet- 
ing. I don’t recall the date at all. It was held in the Boston Arena 
and there must have been some 15.000 people present—12,000 or 10,- 
000, I don’t know for sure how many. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was it a Communist Party meeting? 

Dr. Getnarr. I don’t know. I only know there were Communist 
Party speakers. Earl Browder spoke at that time. 
xcuse me one moment please, may I speak to my counsel? 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes; you may speak at any time with your counsel. 
(At this point witness confers with his counsel 

Dr. Getzart. May I speak off the record one moment, Mr. Velde? 
Mr. Veupr. Yes. It is off the record, Miss Reporter. 

(Witness speaks to committee off the record for a time.) 

Mr. Veup1 . We will vO ON the record, Mis: Reporter. 

. Kunzia. Prof r Gelbart. are you how a me i ‘rr of the Com- 
t Party? 

Dr. Ge.part. No. 

M KUN ( Have you at any time ever been a m mbes of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Dr. Genrarr. May I have the privilege of making a very short 
explanatory statement ? 

Mr. Veipr. Well, if 
mittee has alw LVS allowed the witness who has answered the question 

» make a statement explaining his answer. 


you will answer the question first. The com- 


Mr. Kunzic. Answering means “Yes” or “No,” and not the fifth 
dment. That is taken to be not an answer. 
Dr. Getvarr. I would like the committee’s indulgence in my asking 


for the privilege of the fifth amendn ent not to answer the question. 
Mr. Kuwnzic. You are then ré fusing to answer and presenting the 
fifth amendment as your reason to refuse ? 


Dr. Getparr. Yes, sir. 


Mr. Kunzia. I have said that because you said vou are asking the 
committee’s indulgence. That isn’t necessary. You have the right 


to as] if if vou so desire. 

Dr. Gevtrart. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. You have stated that vou knew Wendell H. Furry 
during the time you were at MIT. Did you know him to be a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

(At this point the witness confers with his counsel. ) 
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Dr. Geipart. May I again ask that I have the privilege of making 
a short statement ? 

Mr. Vexpr. If you will answer the question first, please. 

Dr. Ge.part. I would wish not to answer that question for the same 
reason I have stated previously. 

Mr. Kunzic. Then you decline for t 
ment ¢ 

Dr. GeLBArT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Wendell H. Furry as one of the group 
ot professors who attended Communist meetings ? 

Dr. Gexiparr. I decline to answer for the same reasons stated pre- 
viously. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you attend any meetings with Wendell H. Furry 
of the Communist Party ¢ 

Dr. Geiparr. I decline to answer for the same reasons stated pre- 
viously. 

Mr. Kunzic. You have stated you knew Isadore Amdur. Did you 
know Isadore Amdur to be a member of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Getparr. I decline to answer for the same reason stated pre- 
viously. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did Isadore Amdur attend meeetings of the Com- 
munist Party with you? 

Dr. Gecsart. I decline to answer for the same reason I have stated 
previously. 

Mr. Kunzia. You stated that you knew Norman Levinson. Did you 
know him to be a member of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Ge.part. I decline to answer for the same reason stated pre- 
viously. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did Norman Levinson attend Communist Party meet- 
ings or any meetings of the Communist group W ith you ¢ 

Dr. Getparr. I decline to answer that for the same reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did Dirk Struik, whom you have already stated you 
knew, ever attend Communist Party meetings, or meetings of the 
Communist group ? 

Dr. Geipart. I decline to answer that for the same reason stated 
previously. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know William Ted Martin to be a member 
of the C ommunist Party? 

Dr. Gevpart. I decline to answer that for the same reason stated 
previously. 

Mr. Kuwnztc. Did William Ted Martin attend meetings of the 
Communist Party, or a meeting of Communist group? 

Dr. Gernarr. I decline to answer that for the reason stated pre- 
viously. 

Mr. Kuwnzte. Did you know Lawrence Arguimbau to be a member 
of the Communist Party? You have stated that you knew the name 
of Lawrence Arguimbau. 

Dr. Grerrpart. I decline to answer that for the same reason stated 
previously. 

Mr. Kunzia. You have already stated you just knew him by name, 
so I won’t question vou further as to whether you attended meetings 
of the Communist Party with him. 

Did you know Israel Halperin to be a member of the Communist 
Party? 


1 
} 


he same reason, the fifth amend- 
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Dr. Gexparr. I decline to answer that for the same reason given 
previously. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did Israel Halperin attend meetings of the Commu- 
nist Party or a Communist group with you? 

Dr. Greiparr. I decline to answer that for the same reason given 
previously. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Helen Deane Markham ? 

Dr. Gecparr. I never heard the name until I read about it recently. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you, Professor Gelbart, ever used any other 
name other than your own—any alias? 

Dr. Geiparr. Never, to my knowledge. 

(At this point the witness confers with his counsel.) 

Dr. Getpart. May I correct that? I believe my birth certificate 
had Abraham instead of Abe. And I believe on my MIT diploma 
the name Markham appears as my middle name. 

Mr. Kr NZIG. Those were the only Variations from the name which 
you gave us at the beginning of your testimony ¢ 

Dr. Getpart. To the best of my recollection: yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever travel abroad? 

Dr. Ge.part. Yes; twice. 

Mr. Kunzic. Will you tell us, taking them in turn, why you went 
abroad ? ; 

Dr. Gevparr. I was invited to go to the Hydro-Fluid Dynamie 
Institute at Sorbonne in Paris. 

Mr. Kunzig. When was that? 

Dr. Geiparr. In the summer of 1949. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you traveling on a regular passport at that time? 

Dr. Ge.part. I was. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long did you remain in Europe? 

Dr. Geipart. I was there 5 to 6 weeks. 

Mr. Kunzic. What countries did you visit? 

Dr. Gexrarr. I visited England, France, and Czechoslovakia. 

Mr. Kr NZIG. Did you have any difficulty getting into Czechoslo- 
vakia in 1949? 

Dr. Grevpart. I did not. 

Mr. Kunzic. You had a regular visa for Czechoslovakia and an 
American State Department permit ? 

Dr. Ge.rarr. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was the occasion of the other trip you took to 
Europe? 

Dr. Geveart. I was the Fulbright lecturer to Norway. 

Mr. Kunzig. When was that? 

Dr. Getvart. The academic year 1951 to 1952 

At this point the testimony taken was off the record.) 

Mr. Kunzic. The testimony goes back on the record now. 

How long did un stay in Norway / 

Dr. Getsart. I was in Norway approximately 9 months. 

Mr. Kowzio. W hs at other countries did you visit in 1951 and 1952? 
Duri your Europe an trip‘ 

Dr. Gi LBART. Sweden, Denmark, and France. 

Mr. Kunzic. Turning ba ‘k to Czechoslovakia, can you give the com- 
mittee any further information on your reasons for the trip to C zecho- 
slovakia, and for what purpose you made the trip? 
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Dr. Geczart. A colleague of mine in America in 1949 was a native 
Czechoslovakian and had been a professor of mathematics at the 
University of Czechoslovakia until about 1939, when he came to this 
country. He has since become a citizen of this country, and was a col- 
league of mine during 1949. He had an ailing brother in Czechoslo- 
vakia that he wanted me to visit that summer. He was a close friend 
of mine and we had agreed, since we would both be in Europe, that 
Ll might go over to Czechoslovakia and sight-see in Prague and he 
would show me around. I believe Prague was the only place I was 
in while in Czechoslovakia. I flew there and back and went through 
no other territory. The 4 days I was there was the only time I spent 
there. It was approximately 4 days—anywhere from 3 to 5 days that 
I sight-saw and visited with him. The one and only person I met in 
Czechoslovakia was a physicist by the name of Goldschmidt. Mr. 
Goldschmidt was a former colleague of my friend and he invited both 
of us to his home for dinner. During the entire course of the evening, 
Mr. Goldschmidt asked us to do everything we could to bring him to 
this country because he was anti-Communist, and was afraid for his 
life there. When we returned, we mentioned his name to several 
persons, several physicists around the country and asked if they could 
perhaps do something for him. For one reason or another, nothing 
was done. Many months ago I learned he had committed suicide. 
He and his wife were the only people I met in Czechoslovakia, other 
than the streetcar conductors, and such tradespeople, etc., that one 
normally would meet. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was the name of the other friend ? 

Dr. Getparr. | would gladly give the name if I might do so in 
private. 

Mr. Veipre. Just a minute. The committee cannot allow you to do 
that. 

Dr. Getsart. I am just asking if I can do that. I don’t understand 
the reasons. 

Mr. Scnerer. This is as private as you can be. 

Dr. Geisart. The man is a good man and has made many contribu- 
tions to this country. He is Professor Loewner, at Stanford Uni 
versity. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What is his first name? 

Dr. Gecparr. Charles. 

Mr. Vetpr. May I make a statement for the record, to the effect 
that the fact that Dr. Loewner’s name is mentioned in this testimony 
today is no reasqgn why anyone should draw the inference he is sub- 
versive or in any way considered to be unpatriotic or disloyal. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I ask a bit more? How long has he been in this 
country, and what position does he hold at Stanford University ? 

Dr.Gecpart. He isa full professor there, and is director of research. 
He is a wonderful and famous mathematician. 

Mr. Kunzia. Is he now an American citizen ¢ 

Dr. Gevpart. Yes; I believe he became an American citizen a few 
years ago. 

Mr. Waurer. When did he leave Czechoslovakia ? 

Dr. Gevpartr. In 1939. He is of Jewish faith. 

Mr. Water. What? 

Dr. Getparr. He is of Jewish faith, which might account for his 
wanderings. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Professor, you have mentioned names at MIT. May 
[ ask if there are any other people whose names have not been men- 
tioned here this morning with whom you attended Communist Party 
meetings or group meetings ¢ 

Dr. Geivarr. I will decline to answer that for the reasons I gave 
before. 

Mr. Kunzic. Dr. Martin, whom we mentioned here this morning, 
testified before us a few weeks ago that there was a cell of the Com- 
munist Party at MIT, composed of certain professors and students, and 
nstructors, Ile mentioned that one of the members of this MIT group 


was a Dr. Abe Gelbart. Are you the Dr. Gelbart mentioned by Pro- 
fessor Martin? 
Dr. Geciparr. I have every reason to believe that I am. 


Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party group at 
MIT, testified to by Dr. Martin ? 

Dr. Geiparr. I decline to answer that for the reason previously 
olven. 

Ir. Kunzic. This is the same Dr. Martin. is it not, who was instru- 

mental in obtaining your employment in 1933 at Dy racuse ¢ 

Dr. Gecpart. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. And you were, and are, a close friend of Dr. Martin; 
is that correct ¢ 

Dr. Getpart. I have been until now. I will continue to be. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now you mentioned you knew Dr. Levinson. Dr. Lev- 
inson testified here a few weeks ago before this committee and spoke 

f the same MIT group 1n W hich he admitted membership—he testified 
to the effect that he knew a Dr. Gelbart as a member of the group. Do 
you have any comment to make as to Mr. Levinson’s testimony ? 

Dr. GeLBart. I decline to answer that for the same reason previously 


Mr. 7 nz1G. Were you a member of the Communist MIT group? 

Dr. Gevpart. I decline to answer that for the reason previously 
given, 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Let me read the testimony of Dr. Levinson, given 
before this committee: 

Mr. Kunzic. Any other member of that group that you recall as members of 
the Communist Party? 

Dr. Levinson. Let’s see—Gelbart, that was mentioned here yesterday. I 
remember him 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you have any knowledge whether Gelbart is still a member of 
the Communist Party? 

Dr. Levinson. In 1946 or 1947—I believe it was 1946—I can’t be quite sure of 
that—Mr. Gelbart told me that he had left the Communist Party. 

Now, Professor, did you make that statement to Dr. Levinson? 

Dr. Gerpart. I decline to answer that question for the reason pre- 
viously given. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. The third witness before this committee, Isadore 
Amdur, whom you have already testified you knew, when asked 
about this same MIT group and who were members of that group, 
testified : 

There was a Mr. Gelbardt. I can’t spell that last name. I think it was probably 

e-]-b-a-r-d-t. 

Do you have any comment to make about Mr. Amdur’s testimony ? 


Dr. Geiearr. First that the name is misspelled, and second, that I 
must decline to answer. 
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Mr. Veupr. Is Dr. Amdur’s statement concerning you correct, true 
or false? 

(At this point witness confers with counsel. ) 

Dr. Gecparr. | decline to answer for the reason pre ously elvel 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you invited by any particular person to attend 
these meetings to which we have been referring / 

Dr. Gecparr. I decline to answer for the reason previously given 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 


Dr. Gecparr, I have been at Professor Martin’s house many many 
times. 

Mr. Kunz Were you at Professor Martin’s house when these 
meetings of the Communist Party cell at MIT took place ¢ 

Dr. Ge.bBartr. I decline to answer for the reason previously viven. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did Professor Martin invite you to attend these 


meetings / 


Dr. GevBart. I decline to answer for the reason previously olvelh. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did Levinson invite you to attend these meetings ! 

Dr. GecBart. I decline to answer for the reason previously given. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did Amdur invite you to attend these meetings / 

Dr. Geipart. I decline to answer for the reason previously elven 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, I would like to turn to something different for 
a moment. Were you ever employed at Langley Field / 

Dr. GeLparr. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. When was that? 

Dr. Ge.part. I believe I stated before I was employed by the Na 
tional Advisory Committee at Langley Field, between the months 


of 





Mr. Ki NZIG. ‘To the best of your recollection, of course. 

Dr. GeLbparr (continuing). For about 6 or 7 or 8 months, in the 
overlapping years of 1942 and 1943, 

Mr. Kunzic. Now what again was the exact group with which you 
were working? What was the full name of the group ? 

Dr. Gevsarr. I was working in the compressionability section of 
the high-speed group. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did this come under the National Advisory Commit 
tee on Aeronautics ? 

Dr. Getparr. Yes, the National Advisory Committee on Aero 
nautics. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you employed for a brief period of this time 
by the United States Government ¢ 

Dr. GeLpart. I was. 

Mr. Kunzic. You were paid by the United States Government ‘ 

Dr. Gevparr. I was paid by the United States Government; yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. This was when the United States was at war. Now, 
Dr. Gelbart, did you ever handle any restricted or classified informa 
tion while working at the National Advisory Committee on Aero 
nautics at Langley Field? 

Dr. Gecpart. I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever cleared to handle that type of ma 
terial, as far as you know ¢ 

Dr. Ge.parr. I don’t know. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever checked prior to your employment as 
to whether you were a member of the Communist Party / 

Dr. Ge.part. I don’t remember. 
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Mr. Kunzic. You don’t remember being checked ¢ 
Dr. GeLparr. I don’t remember being checked. 
Mr. Kunzia. Were vou asked to fill out forms as to whether or not 
l were al rember of the Com nunist Party ¢ 
Dr. Getrart. I believe so, but I am not sure. 
Mr. Kt NZIG. Was this position which you held under civil service / 
Dr. Getpart. I believe so. a 
Mr. Kunzic. Did you fill out an application for this position ‘ 
Dr. GeLpart. I don’t remember now, but to the best of my recol- 
lection I received a wire from them, asking me to become a member 
of their staff. 
Mr. Kunzic. The initial action in the entire matter was taken by 
them, not by you?! 
Dr. Getpart. Yes, I believe so. . 
Mr. Kunzic. Do you recall filling out a civil-service questionnaire 
y emplove by the Federal Government ¢ 


Ve 


before becomin 

Dr. Getpart. I don’t remember that. 

Mr. Watrer. By “them” who do you mean ‘ 

Dr. GELBART. By the National . dvisory Committee on Aeronautics. 

Mr. Watrer. Did you have any idea as to who “them” was? 

Dr. Gervart. I might check it in my files, but I suspect it might 
1ave come out of the Washington office. 

Mr. Warrer. Anyone you knew ? 

Dr. Geipart. I just don’t recall who sent it. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you recall filling out, or answering a question as 
to W hethe you were a member of the Communist Party ? 
Dr. Gerpartr. I don’t remember if I answered such a question. 
Mr. Kunzie. Do you recall taking the loyalty oath or filling out a 
lovalty form 

Dr. Getparr. I don’t remember it. 

Mr. Kunzic. Just what type of work was it you were doing at 
Langley Field ? iV 

Dr. Getpartr. Well, just prior to going down to Langley Field I 
was a research associate at Brown University on the unclassified war 
program they had there to develop mathematical and theoretical 
mechanics by the Government. The program was partly sponsored by 
the Government, and partly by private foundations. During my 


rk Le | developed a theory whi h seemed to 
fy i al immed ate appli ation 1n aerodynami gy ig believe it received 
icerta amount of publicity at the time. It wa just about the time 
it J e elved a commu! ation from the Natio1 il Advisorv Com 
ee on Aeronautics. sugge sting that Il come down there and work 
l ‘loser contact Ww ith some of the people who were doing theoretical 
1igh-speed motion work. The theory ] developed at Brown seemed to 
ye a partial solution to the theoretical problem on high-speed laws, 
ind I believe that was the reason why the National Advisory Com- 
mittee on Aeronautics got in touch with me. ; 
Mr. Kunzie. Did you ever, at a v time, give iny classified informa 
tion to any unauthorized party ? 
Dr. Gripart. Not to my knowledge 
Mr. 1 NZIG. Did you eve} have 
vracuse University ? 
Dr. Geipartr. I did. 
Mr. Kunzie. Will you explain that to the committee? 


ess later on to this material at 


~ 
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Dr. Gevearr. The classified material was not very great, but I 
worked on contract after leaving the National Advisory Committee 
on Aeronautics at Langley Field, with the National Advisory Com 
mittee on Aeronautics, 

When I left there, they suggested that I take a contract back with 
me to Syracuse and continue the work I had been doing there at 
Syracuse, because the nature of my work was such that it didn’t find 
immediate and necessary needs. Since then it has been used by the 
theoretical division of airplane companies and branches of aeronau- 
tics, but my own work has long been of a basic theoretical nature. 

Mr. Kunzia. Then while you were at Syracuse, you were also being 
paid by the Federal Government ? 

Dr. Geipart. I believe that the mechanics of the thing was for the 
Government to contract Syracuse, and the Government to pay Syra- 
cuse University and Syracuse to pay me. So my checks were from 
Syracuse and from the Government. 

Mr. Kunzic. Over what period of time were you on this basis, where 
part of your salary came from the Government ? 

Dr. Getparr. I wish to correct that. It was always from Syracuse 
University. 

Mr. Kunzie. I understand, but I mean when Syracuse University 
was reimbursed by the Federal Goviewinedh, and then paid you. 

Dr. Gevvarr. Well, I still am, if you consider other branches of the 

nment, the National Advisory Committee on Aeronautics, then 
on and off, until the present day. 

Mr. Crarpy. You got more than one check? One from the univer 
sity for your professional work and one from the Government ? 

Dr. Getparr. No, you see—— 

Mr. CLarpy. You made it sound that way. 

Mr. Kunzic. Part of a salary was for work done on this con 


Gove l 


tract basis, and emanated rough the university from the Gov- 
ernment ¢ 

Dr. Ge_part. May I speak for a moment? The way this is done, 
the Government contracts with the university for a piece of work to 
be done and specifies a certain individual and his assistants to do the 

ork. What the university does when they make this contract is to 
isk the director (in this case I was always the director). to give up a 
Dart of his teaching load, SO that he would have time to do this re 
search, and the check he gets is the same as if he were tea: hing full 


time. There is no change in pay. He simply gets the same check. 
The difference is, he teaches part time, and does research part time. 

Mr. Ciarpy. A certain part of the pay is for teaching, and the other 
s for work on research ? 

Dr. GELBART. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. We have had it described a little differently by other 
witnesses. 

Dr. Grtpart. I believe the people in physical science work 
differently. 

Mr. Kunzia. It is correct, is it not, that Syracuse University receives 
in this type of arrangement, a certain amount of money from the 
Federal Government ? 

Dr. Gecpart. Definitely, definitely. 

Mr. Kunzitc. You have stated there was more than one group. 
Would you take them one by one, from the period of time you left 
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Langley Field. and tell which ones they were, and over what period 
of time ? 

Dr. Genparr. I cannot recall the dates because on and off, as I say, 
I have been working on these Government research projects. After 
1945 or 1946 none of them were classified. They were what we call 
basic research and they were not classified, but the university had con 
tracts, of which I was the director, with the National Advisory Com 
mittee on Aeronautics, with the Office of Naval Research, and other 
offices of scientific research. I believe some were with the Army Air 
Force. 

Mr. Kt NZIG. These were, on an id off, during what pe riod of time ? 

Dr. Geiearr. From 19438 to 1944, I think, and then there was a lapse. 
I didn’t begin on a National Advisory Committee on Aeronautics con 
tract until 1944. I want to make it clear that while I was in Europe 
as a Fulbright, I was not under contract. In 1947 or 1948, I was a 
member of a group doing advanced study, and I was not under con- 
tract. That was in Princeton, N. J. In 1948 I was not under contract. 

Mr. Kunzic. During the other times, off and on, you were under 
contract ¢ 

Dr. GeLpart. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Professor Gelbart, were you ever a member of the 
‘Teacher’s Union while in Boston ? 

Dr. GeLBart. Never. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever a member of any Teacher’s Union ! 

Dr. GeLparr. Never. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever a member of the Young Communist 
League / 

Dr. GeLearr. I will decline to answer that, for the same reason given 

reviously. 

Mr. Kunzie. 7 amg know a Norman Putter / 

Dr. Getparr. I do. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you attend a reception in May 1948 in his honor ? 

Dr. Geipart. I have no special recollection of that. 

Mr. Kunzic. Under what circumstances did you know Norman 
Putter ? 

Dr. Geipartr. Oh, I think I just met him socially. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you aclose friend of Mr. Putter? 

Dr. Geisartr. I wouldn’t say so. 

Mr. Kunzic. During what period of time have you known Norman 
Putter / 

Dr. GeLpart. I am not too clear on that, but I would say, on and off, 
from 1945 or 1946 on. 

Mr. Ki N ZIG. In conclusion, Professor Gelbart. I want to ask you 
once again to search your mind carefully and clearly—did you attend 
meetings of the Communist Party cell or group at MIT, during the 
time you were at MIT from 1938 to 1940? 

Dr. Grevearr. I decline to answer that for the reason previously 
given. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Did you ever, not confined to 1938 or 1940—did you 
ever at any time atte nd meetings of the Communist Party groups? 

Dr. Geiparr. I decline to answer that for the reason previously 
fiven. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, do you have any questions for the 
witness ¢ 
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Mr. Veuve. Mr. Clardy ¢ 

Mr. Crarpy. You have been asked, Professor Gelbart, whether you 
attended any ot the meetings. I wonder if you have knowledge at 
the time you were at MIT of the existence of any Communist Party 
group at MIT? . 


Dr. Geipartr. I decline to answer that f 


iO!) t| 


le reason previously 
given. 

Mr. Crarpy. Did you have any knowledge of the existence of a 
group called the Young Communist League while you were there ¢ 

Dr. Geipartr. I decline to answer that for the reason previously 
O1lven. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Do you have, or did you have at any time, any ac- 
quaintance who was (and we exclude those who have been named) 
a member of the Communist Party, or the Young Communist League 
while you were at MIT? 

Dr. Getparr. I decline to answer that for the reason previously 
given. 

Mr. Crarpy. Do you know any member of either the Communist 
Party or the Young Communist League, as of now / 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Dr. Ge.parr. Would you state that question again? Do you mean 
who are members today, may I ask? 

Mr. Criarpy. No, I meant to ask if you today know anyone—put 
it this way—do you know today anyone who has ever been a member 
of the Communist Party or the Young Communist League / 

Dr. Gerparr. I must decline to answer that for the reason given 
previously. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I will repeat the question that has been asked many 
times before, and suggest that you reconsider and answer. Have you 
ever at any time been a member of the Communist Party or the Young 
Communist League ? 

Dr. Getnarr. I decline to answer that for the reason previously 
given. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Go ahead, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Walter, or Mr. Scherer 4 

Mr. Scuerer. Doctor, did I understand you to say that the work 
you have been doing for the Government was classified ¢ 

Dr. Geiparr. It was classified at the time I began doing it, but it 
was very quickly declassified after the war. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you ever receive any compensation or anything 
of value, directly or indirectly, from the Communist Party / 

Dr. Geipart. Never, to my knowledge. 

Mr. Scuerer. Why do you qualify it by saying “to your knowl- 
edge” ¢ 

Dr. Geiparr. I just want to answer it that way 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you ever pass any classified information on to 
persons who were not authorized to receive same / 

Dr. Getpartr. May I say never, to my knowledge, or never ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. What is your answer ¢ 

Dr. Geiparr. Never, to my knowledge. Emphatically not. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you ever contribute any funds to the Commu 
nist Party? 
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Dr. Getearr. I decline to answer that for the reason previously 
Liven. 

Mr. Anprews. May I ask what that question was again? 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you ever contribute any funds to the Commu 
nist Party? 

Mr. Vevpr. You may confer with your witness, Mr. Counsel, if you 
des re. ; 

Mr. Andrews confers with the witness. ) 

Dr. GecBarr. Never, to my knowledge. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think I will stop there. 

Mr. Waurer. I have uestions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetor. Mr. Doyle! 

Mr. Doyix. I think I do. Doctor, from the testimony and publi 
record 

Dr. Getearr. Excuse me. May I go back to the question again and 
answer that / Is it possible to go back ? 

Mr. Vevtpr. You can explain the answer again, if you care to. 

Dr. Ge.parr. May I have the question again, please / 

Mr. Scurrer. Did you every contribute any funds to the Commu 
nist Party? 

Dr. Getnarr. May I decline to answer? 

Mr. Scurrer. You may make that statement. We are not with- 
drawing from the record your previous statement, however. 

Dr. Getparr. May I make the request to withdraw that answer, 
please / 

Mr. Veiner. You may make the request to withdraw the answer, but 
the request will be denied—however, I might say that you are per- 
mitted to explain any answer you might have given to a previous 
question, if you desire to make some explanation for the purpose of 
the record. 

(Representative Francis E. Walter left hearing room at this point.) 

Mr. Veupe. Let the record show that present are Mr. Clardy, Mr. 
Scherer, Mr. Doyle, and the chairman, Mr. Velde, and that I have 
ipo ted a subcommittee of the full committee, consisting of the 
members present, for the purposes of this hearing. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I further say, Mr. Chairman, that if he wants to 
sav why he flatly denied it, he is perfectly free to say that ? 

Mr. Vevpr. Certainly. 

Mr. Doyix. I think I can observe from a knowledge of your public 
record as a distinguished educator, and from what you have said this 
morning, that you also have been engaged in the field of research, 
finding out facts in vour professional area. Now you have contrib- 
uted much to the field of education, and to progress in your field, 
because you have been diligent in your research. You have learned 
from other men what you felt you could learn. 

In a very similar mann r, this committee is assigned, by statutory 


law. to go into the field of research. and to determine the extent of 
the ctivities of anv subversive people, or groups of people, in om 
country. This is not confined to subversive Communists, but to sub 


versive Fascists, and to subversive anybody, who are determined to 
overthrow our Government \ force and violence. 


] 


I know, therefore, that ve know the value of research, its im 
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Mr. Dorie. I made that statement because I feel, from listening to 
this hearing, that you are in an area of appreciation of the obligation 
this committee has, as a committee of Congress. It has a difficult 
but important task to perform in the field of research, as to subversive 
uctivities in this country. 


I noticed parti ularly two answt of yours, and also the fact you 
were a Fulbright scholar May | pre face these two que tions how by 
aving I would be surprised if a Fulln a scholar wasn’t inquisitive. 
I would be surprise: difa Fulbright scholar y wasn't exceedingly inquis 


tive 1n any field in whi hy he wished to alee agg thn to the extent of 
joining the Young Communist League many years ago when it was 


Possibly you were identified with the Young Communist League 
many years ago. Suppose you were’ I am assuming you weren't 
subversive in your attitude, even if you were a member of that Young 
Communist League, or merely identi fied pan it. That must have 
been prior to 1938 in history. You were a young man then. 

You were asked by our distingui aad oous a whether or not, during 
the per iod of 1938 or 1940 you were a me mber of a Communist cell at 
MIT. 1938 was m: iny years ago. 1940 is many years ago, as history 
70es. “ta 

Again, I can understand how men really searching for the truth 
might be searching into areas 10 or 20 years ago that they wouldn’t 
waste time on now, 15 years later. The reason I take your time, and 
the committee’s time, to lay this premise, is just this: If you were 
identified with the Young fe areal ist League, the Communist Party, 
or a Communist cell way back there you have said you are not how 

Communist—and I assume from your testimony, and by putting 2 
and 2 together. that if you were a Communist, you haven’t been for 
many years. In other words, your research may have led you into 
the movement temporarily, ae you got out of it because your brain 
and research dictated to you there was nothing there for you. 

Now, if that is the case, why can’t you help a congressional commit 

e to go into its field of research, with vour assistan e’ Granting that 
it might be personally difficult for you to say you ever had been a 
member of the Communist Party or a Communist group, we can under- 
stand that. That doesn’t, however, label you as subversive, in my 
judgement. I would say the same woes for the committee members 
present, for as I understand their attitude, we are a unit. Because 
a man has been a member of the Young Communist League, or a 
nember of a Communist cell, that doesn’t actually mean he was sub 
versive. At least that is my position. 

I don’t assume, and don’t think any committee member assumes, 
that because a man in 1938 was a member of a Communist cell at MIT, 
and then got out and stayed out, he was necessarily subversive at the 
time, or ever had been subversive. It should not be fatal to his repu- 
tation that temporarily he was in the field of research, philosophy, Ol 
otherwise. 

I am taking this time because I feel some of these observations very 
definitely apply to you. I think you are one of the men in the field 
of education who could help this committee find out to what extent the 
Communist movement infiltrated into the field of education at MIT. 
or any where else. That is our job ot re search. Why ean’t you join 
us in it? 
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I am giving you that thought very vigorously, Doctor. Whether 
antic Ipating you are going to see 


you do it todey or tomorrow, I an 
1at you help us. instead of making 


t is your privilege or duty. I ask 
{ more diffi ult for us to complete our P iob 

I think that is all. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kunzic. Ihave 1 or 2 more questions, if I may. 

Mr. Vetpe. I would first like to add a little statement to what Mr. 


Doyle has said here. The Committee on Un-American Activities is 

eee committee, as vou realize. and it 1s not a court of law. 
There has never been a w itness who has come before this committee, 
and who vave answer to questions truthfully, who have ever been 


prosecuted. 

The committee. of course. cannot prosecute, as I am sure you have 
heen advised by your able counsel. With that fact in mind, would 
you now tell us whether vou were ever a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Dr. Geiparr. I would like to decline to answer that for reasons 
previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever issued a membership card by the Com- 
munist Party? 

Dr. Getparr. I would like to decline to answer that for the reason 
previously given. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you connected, while you were at MIT, with 
the American Association for Scientific Workers ? 

Dr. Ger.part. I was. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you explain to the committee just what your 
connection was with that group ? 

Dr. Gevparr. I think I was a student member of the group and 
attended meetings. I know I was a student member. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a very active member / 

Dr. Gevteartr. I think I was for a little while. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Kunzic. What sort of activity resulted from your connection 
with the group? 

Dr. Gevsart. I think my job was mostly to put up posters about 
meetings, mailing out material, and licking stamps. I was asked to 
do other work in that connection, and for a short period of time 
I did. 

Mr. Kunze. I wonder if you would answer this question 

Do you feel today that a present member of the Communist Party 
should be allowed to teach in the schools of America ? 

Dr. Ge.tparr. I sincerely say that I don’t know the facts too well, 
but I presume from what I understand of it that one should not teach 
in the schools today. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you mean that you don’t know the facts of com- 
—— and what it st: ous for today very well? 

Dr. Greinarr. Yes. Certainly from all I read in the ne wspapers 
and from all I understand, I believe it would be wrong for a person 
such as that to teach in the schools today. 

Mr. Vevpr. Are there any other questions? 

Mr. Scuerer. You said that you were not a member of the Com- 


munist Party today. I want to ask you if you were a member in 
L950 ¢ 


Dr. Gevpart. I decline to answer for the reason previously given. 
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Mr. Scuerrr. In 1948 were you a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Dr. Getparr. I decline to answer for the same reason previously 
given. 

Mr. Scurrer. Were you in 1949 a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Dr. Ge.parr. I decline to answer for the reason previously given. 

Mr, Scuerer. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. CLarpy. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Vevpr. A while ago you stated you had not contributed funds 
to the Communist Party. Now, I would like to ask you this question. 
Have you ever paid Communist Party dues to any cell of the Com 
munist Party ? 

Dr. GeLBarr. I decline to answer for the reason previously given. 

Mr. Veiner. Is there any reason why this witness should be required 
to remain wy longer ? 

Mr. Kunzic. No. I would like the record to show that witness was 
originally represented by William D. Johnson, who asked for one 
continuance, Which was granted. Mr. Johnson, who represents Syra 
cuse University, could not represent both parties, and when new 
counsel, Dean Paul S. Andrews came into the case, he requested 
further continuance. So there have been two continuances for this 
witness, at the request of counsels. I have no more questions, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Veupre. The witness is dismissed. 

(Counsel for the witness, Mr. Paul S. Andrews, asked permission 
of the chairman to make a statement for the record. Upon being given 
this permission, he made a statement, as follows :) 

Mr. Anprews. I have been deeply impressed with the fairness 
shown by this committee in its entire action here: and my client has 
repeatedly stated to me, in private conference, that he, too, was deeply 
impressed by the same thing, and that he felt the committee had been 
utterly fair and considerate. This committee has given my client 
opportunity to confer with me, and to confer with members of the 
committee. I was impressed also yesterday, if I may say so, with the 
attitude of the committee toward another witness. I was present in 
the hearing room when another witness was being interrogated. 1 
have heard reports that this particular committee has been fair, but 
the extent to which they are fair, decent, and considerate, I had not 
hitherto appreciated. I am very grateful to have the privilege ot 
putting this statement on the record. 

Mr. Vetpe. The committee certainly thanks you. Especially so, in 
view of some of the smear tactics used throughout the country, it has 
been refreshing. 

Mr. Anprews. My actual knowledge, of course, has been confined 
to the hearing today, and that of yesterday. 

Mr. Ciarpy. These hearings, I can tell you, are typical of the hear 
ings we have been holding. There is one thing which distresses me. 
I am somewhat distressed by the witness, as it also appears was Mr. 
Doyle, to find a man, who in my mind can be helpful to our committee, 
doing himself an injustice by the way he has conducted himself during 
this hearing. As the chairman has said, no one has yet had any sane 
tion visited on him at any time when he has fully and completely 
answered the questions. it is pretty hard to guess in advance what 
the reaction will be when the witness does not do that. We have bent 
over backward to try to persuade the witness, and Mr. Doyle has today 
bared his soul, so to speak. 
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Mr. Kunzic. We know. It distresses me also when they will not 
answer fully. 

Mr. Anprews. It distresses me, too. May I say, however, that as 
far as I know from my conversations with my client, he has no infor- 
mation which would be helpful to the committee. , 

Mr. Vevpr. If we are going to get into arguments over the testimony, 
we will have to have the same rule as before. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes, sir, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Anprews. I should like, if I may, to ask the privilege for Dr. 
Gelbart to make a statement here which explains his attitude toward 
the fifth amendment. I think it would be fair of the committee to 
put that into the record. 

Mr. Vevpe. The committee will accept the statement which had been 
prepared and considered for that purpose. 

Mr. Anprews. Thank you very much, sir. 

Dr. Getpart. May I have the privilege of making a very short 
explanatory statement ¢ 

I am informed that historically the fifth amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States was conceived and intended as a protec- 
tion to innocent persons, and that invoking it is neither legally, nor 
in fact, equivalent to an admission of wrongdoing. 

I am well known to be, and for some years past to have been, utter 
ly opposed to communism. But to prove that 10 and 15 years ago I 
was equally opposed would be difficult. Proving after so long a time 
that one did not have certain beliefs is a most difficult thing to do. 

I am aware that if I could truthfully swear that I was once a Com- 
munist or Communist sympathizer and had since changed to the anti- 
Communist views, which in fact I hold, I might hope to be much 
better off, and might hope for the same favorable treatment from the 
committee, and from my university, as Was act orded Professors Mar- 
tin, Levinson, and Amdur. 

However, I am also informed that if I should make statements con 
trary to the testimony of these three professors, who believed I had 
onee been a Communist, it might make trouble for them: and in addi- 
tion, that Ny OWn case m eht be turned over to the Department of 
Justice, with a view to prosecution. 

[ cannot face this prospect. This is not a plea for sympathy, but 
simply the fact that after a month of anguish, strain, and sleepless- 
ing accused as a former Communist, and by implication as 

aving been disloyal to my beloved country for which at all times I 
would h:; ve laid down m\ | re, | cannot endure such a prospect of 
continued strain and humiliation. 

Therefore, I have regret Fully decided that I must invoke the fifth 
i:mendment, instead of hiehtine the se accusati ns, and decline to 
answer any questions in any form which directly or by implication, 
ask me to make statements contrary to the testimony of Martin, Levin- 
son, and Amdur; or any questions as to whether in the past I was a 


Communist member or sympathizer, on the ground that my answer 
would expose me to the } rob: bility of bi Ing prosecuted under the 


ess at bein 


riminal statute a 

Mr. Veupe. The hearing is adjourned, until further call of the 
Chair, 

(WI) { reupon at 1:20 p. m., the hearing was adjourned, until fur- 


ther call of the Chair.) 





APPENDIX 





(Norr.—In a prelimin: iry discussion between the witness and mem- 
bers of the committee, Professor Gelbart indicated that there might 
be some question regarding the identification made of him as a me »mber 
of the Communist Party by Profs. Isadore Amdur, Norman Levinson, 
and William Ted Martin. In order to resolve the question as to the 
accuracy of the identification of Professor Gelbart as a member of the 
Communist Party by the three persons mentioned herein, the following 
letters are included in the record of these hearings. These letters were 
obtained subsequent to the appearance of Professor Gelbart before the 
committee. ) 

CHOATE, HALL & STEWART, 
Boston 9, Mass., June 8, 1953 
Mr. Louis RUSSELL, 
House Commiitee on Un-American Activities, 
House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Russeti: At the request of Mr. George E. Cooper of your staff, I am 
enclosing a copy of a letter that Prof. Norman Levinson wrote under date of 
May 25, 1953, to Dr. Finla G. Crawford, vice chancellor of Syracuse University. 

Yesterday morning Professors Martin, Amdur, and Levinson and I talked at 
some length with Mr. Cooper, and I am writing this letter to you at his suggestion 

We understand from Mr. Cooper that the committee is concerned as to whether 
or not my three clients have in subsequent statements departed materially from 
that testimony which they gave the committee with particular reference to 
D. A.M. Gelbart, now at Syracuse University 

I am glad of an opportunity to put in writing to you in their behalf the sub- 
stance of what we told Mr. Cooper at our conference. All three men testified 
honestly and sincerely before the committee, and they stand by their testimony. 
Chey have no intention of departing from it. Professor Levinson’s position is 
accurately set forth in his letter to Dr. Crawford I believe he has a less specific 
recollection of Gelbart’s actual attendance at meetings than Professors Amdur 
and Martin. As far as those two are concerned, they do recall attendance by 
Dr. Gelbart at meetings which they regarded and considered as meetings of 
Communist a members. They cannot say specifically at just what meetin 


or how many Gelbart was present. They have no recollection or knowledge 
f his having paid dues or signing or carrying a Communist Party card. Beea 

of his attend: ince at these meetings, they assumed him to be a party member and 
so considered him. They have not made statements to the contrary. 

I sincerely trust that this letter will be sufficient to close the matter as far as 
my three clients are concerned. They were all three extremely reluctant to give 
the names of others who had participated in meetings w h they had attended 
After careful and conscientious thought, they came to the conclusio hat it was 
their duty to do so. It would be extremely embarrassing and I believe harmful 
to them in their relations with their professional colleagues and students to have 
to go over the matter again, and I trust that the committee will not feel it ne 


sary to do SO, 
Sincerely, 


STUART ¢ RAND 
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Dr. FINLA G. CRAWFORD 
Vice Chancellor, Suracuse Univers ty. Syracuse, N ) 

Dear Dr. CRAWrForp: In my testimony before the House Un-American Commit 
tee on April 23, 1953, 1 stated that I remembered Abe Gelbart, of your faculty, 
as a member of a group of Communists at MIT 

I would like to amplify what it is that I remember after the lapse of some 13 
veurs I do not recall any of the meetings of that Communist group nor any 
ly Communist activity of the group. What is the case is that cataloged 
in my mind are a number of people labeled as Communists. Among them is 
Gelbart. Exactly why he is labeled as a Communist in my memory, rather that 





specifica 


u leftist or a fellow traveler, I do not know 
In my testimony I also state that in 1946 or 1947 Gelbart told me he had left 


the Communist Part \fter considerable thought about what it was that 
Gelbart told me, I believe that my statement is more of an interpretation on my 
part of our conversation than a quotation In fact as I reconstruct the conver 
sation, Gelbart began by asking me if I were still a Communist. (My politics 


had been common knowledge among mathematicians.) I replied in the negative 

ind made some strongly disapproving remarks about the Communist Party 

Gelbart made a reply of strong concurrence with these views and expressed 

disgust with Communist policies. Since | had regarded him in my own mind 

as a Communist, I interpreted his statement to have the same significance as 

ny own, hamely, an expression of withdrawal from the Communist Party 
Yours truly, 


NORMAN LEVINSON, 
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